PITCAIRN ISLAND CORRESPONDENCE. 


1.Detter to the Rev. T.Murray from fred. Peel sq. | 
Duke of Newcastle re. the disposal of Norfolk q 
sland. | 
2.From Cap. Hamilton reporting the sailing of the "Dido" 
for Pitcairn and giving a list of good carried there. 
3.From Herman Merivale Esq on behalf of the Duke of New- 
castle covering a copy of Sir W. Denison's dspatch & 
report of the possibibities of NOpfolk Island. | 
4. From the same re. measures for providing a yessel. 
5.From Cap. Hamilton to the Bishop of London on behalf of q 
the Admiralty covering a copy of Admiral Moresby's 7 
despatch on: the "Dido's" visit to Pitcairn,1852. 
6.Copy of the above despatch ‘ 
-Copy of the said report of the "Dido&s " visit. q 
.Copy of the Pitcairn Island Register 15th May-l5th Nov.1853. 
9.Copy of letter from Captain Hamilton to the Royal Mail 
Steam Packet Co. re. the passage of the Rev.G.Nobbs to 
England. 
10.From Fred.Peel Esq. to the Committee re. No.9. (Draft 
of reply written on the back.). ) 
11.From Hermon Merivale on behalf of Sir George Grey to the 
Committee re. their resolutions. 
12.From Colonial Office. re. Man-of-War for the removal of 
the Pitcairn Islanders. 
143.From John Ball pro. Sir John Russell re. the same. | 
14."8ceclesiastical Government of Norfolk Island". (printed 
copy of bill. 
15.Pro. Mr. Labouchere covering a copy of a letter from 
Captain Fremantle reporting his visit to Norfolk Island. 
16.Copy of Captain Fremantle's report. 
17.From Hermon Merivale transmitting to the Committee the 
Parliamentary Papers respecting the removal . 
18.The said Parliamentary Papers. 
19.From Sir William Denison to Rev.T.Murray re. his visit 
to Norfolk Island 1852. 
20.From Rev.T.Murray to Lord Stanley re. Sir William's letter. 
21.Pro. Sir E. Bulwer Lytton re. the proceedings of the 
Emigration Commission. 
22.From &S. Walcott pro. the Gov. Emigration Board. 
24.the same. 
24.From Lord Carnarvon, for Sir E. Bulwer Lytton re. the 
selection of a school master for Norfolk Island. 
25.same as 22. 
27.Re. the same as 24. 
26.Rev.T.Murray to Lord Carnarvon in reply. 
29.Copy of Letter fom Mr. Merivale to the Emigration Board. 
re. the school master. | 
30.From &. Walcott pro- Emigration Board re. the Committee's 
co-operation with the Board for carrying out Sir W. 
Denison's advice re. Norfolk Island. : 
31.List of requisites provided for the schoolmaster, Rossiter. 
32.From S. Walcott pro. Emigration Board re. the persons 
selected by the Board for Norfolk Island. 
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34.List and description of the persons being sent. 

34.35,36, as 32. 

37.From William Cotton & J.D.Acland re.the same business 

as 34 & 36. 

38.From S.Walcott reporting the sailing of the emigrants 
& covering the Board's account of the expenses. 

39.0fficial receipt for the payment of the said account. 

40.Account of the requésites of the schoolmaster which 
were supplied to him. 

41.6 pages of MSS of an accouht of the landing of the 
Pitcairners & the alloting of Norfolk Island.to them. 
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other Act of in | 15 
the Nineteenth Year ofthe Reign of Her said Majesty, intituled 
the Acts of Parliament now in force respecting the Dic- 
of the Crown in Her Majesty's Australian 
Oolomies, and to other Provisions in lieu thereof,"it was amongst — 
| | d. that it should be lawful fot Her Majesty, at 20° 
Time, b Order in Council, to separate Norfolk Island from the | 
Vau Dicmen’s end ‘to make such Provision for the 
Gaver an tispem expedient: And:whereas, 
Powers 80. in Her Majesty aforesaid by 
Parkament, Majesty did; ‘on the 
ff Tunt One thousand eight hundred and fifty-six, 
ation of that Her Order in. New South 
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that the: Commander-in- Chief for the 
and. Over. New South Wales should be constituted 
oyernor, ‘of the said Island: And Whereas it is 
sever Norfolk: Island from: 
‘Sydney, ‘the being 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


ON THE SUBJECT OF 


REMOVAL OF INHABITANTS OF PITCAIRN’S 
ISLAND 


} 
hy | 


TO 


Presented to both Mouses of Parliament by Command of Merv Majesty. 
5 February 1857. 


‘ LONDON: 
| PRINTED BY GEORGE EDWARD EYRE AND WILLIAM SPOTTISWOODE, 
PRINTERS TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 
FOR HER MAJESTY’S: STATIONERY OFFICE. 


1857. 
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SCHEDULE. 


No. in Name, 
Series, } and Official Nusber. SUBJECT. Page. 
i Sir J. Pakington Suggestion that Norfolk Island is a fit place for the 
to tion of the inhabitants of Pitcairn’s Island; and requests 
Lieutenant-Governor an early report how soon Norfolk Island will be evacu- 
Sir W. Denison, ated, and what resources it will afford to a new body of 
Dec. 15, 1852. (140.) settlers - - 8 
2 | Lieutenant-Governor | Acknowledgment of preceding Despatch, and enclosi 
Sir W. Denison returns of the of on Norfolk Island, 
to the ‘number and condition of the buildings, and a letter from 
Duke of Newcastle, Mr. Price respecting the peculiar adaptation of the island 
June 8, 1853. (129.) for the proposed new settlers. Period at which the island 
could be abandoned. Suggestions for removing the con- | 
vict Department, and carrying out the proposed settle- | . 
8 |The Duke of Newcastle a Despatch acknowledged. Letter received from 
: Her Majesty’s consul at Raiatea in the Society Islands, 
Lieutenant-Governor communicating an application from the Pitcairn islanders 
Sir W. Denison, for the means of removing to Norfolk Island. Measures 
Dec. 9, 1853. (181.) will be taken for their removal. The island not to be ) 
opened to any other class of settlers - : - | 10 
4 Sir George Gre Removal of Pitcairn islanders postponed until rt has 
been received that all the have 
Lieutenant-Governor from Norfolk Island = - - 
Sir H. Young, 
Dec, 4, 1854. fis.) 
5 | Lieutenant-Governor | Submitting that Norfolk Islarid, when it ceases to be a 
Sir W. Denison Convict Establishment, should be annexed to the governa- 
to ment of New South Wales. Suggests the appointment 
Sir George Grey, of a magistrate, police, &c. - - 112 
Dec, 25, 1854. ( 83) 
6 |} Lieutenant-Governor | Vessel of about 400 tons chartered for the conveyance of 
Sir W. Denison men and stores from Norfolk Island to Van Diemen’s 
to Land - - - - -| 12 
Sir George Grey, 
Dec. 26, 1854. (85.) 
7 Sir George Grey In reply to the two preceding Despatches. Instructions 
to relative to the arrangements to be made for the transfer 
Governor of the Pitcairn islanders, and the removal of the remaining 
Sir W. Denison, convicts to Tasmania - - | 13 
April 15, 1855. 
(Separate. ) 
5 Sir George Grey | Enclosing a copy of the preceding Despatch for his infor- | 
to mation - - - - - - | 14 
Governor' 
Sir H. Young, 
April 15, 1856. 
. (Separate.) 
9 Governor Acknowledgment of Sir George Grey’s Despatch of April 
Sir W. Denison 15, 1855. Departure of Captain Fremantle to Pitcairn’s 
to Island to collect information for the carrying out instruc- 
Lord John Russell, tions contained therein. Suggests the making provision 
Sept. 3, 1855. (135.) for supply of food till the next harvest, as some 
regulation for allotment of land 115 
10 _ Governor Enclosing returns as to the general capabilities of the 
Sir W. Denison island. Remarks as to the amount of stores to be | — 
to supplied, &c. - 116 
Lord John Russell, : 


Oct. 27, 1855. (173.) 
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4 SCHEDULE. 
No. in ame, Date, 
Series, | and Oficial Nuraber, SUBJECT. Page. 
1] t Honourable | In reply to his Despatch, No, 135, of the 3rd September. 
» Labouchere Instructions as to the course to be pursued wi 
to , to the internal government of the islanders. Norfolk island 
Governor to be placed under the government of New South Wales- | 25 
Sir W. Denison, 
Jan. 21, 1856. (10.) 
12 ) Right Honourable | Enclosing a copy of the above Despatch for his information | 25 
. Labouchere 
to | 
Governor 
Sir H. E. F. Young, 
Jan. 21, 1856, (11.) 
13 | Thomas ~— Esq., | Transmitting Repert of Captain Fremantle as to the present 
state of the Pitcairn islanders. to 
H. Merivale, Esq., removed to Norfolk Island - 26 
Jan. 16, 1856. 
14 Governor Explaining in detail the nature of the arrangements made, 
Sir W. — and the expenses attendant _— the completion of the 
transfer - - | Q7 
Sir Grey, 
Feb. 27, 1856. (37.) 
15 Right Honourable Arrangements approved. Statement of expense and esti- 
H. Labouchere ' mate of further amounts required to be transmitted as 
: : to early as possible - - - - - | 33 
| Governor 
Sir W. Denison, 
April 5, 1856. (47.) 
16 | Thomas —- Esq., Enclosing copy letter from Captain Fremantle of H.M.S. 
Juno,” respecting the state of Norfolk Island - 33 
Merivale, Esq., 
April 9, 1856. 
17 R. Osborne, Esq., | Reporting that Captain Fremantle of H.M.S. “Juno” had 
to detached Lieutenant Gregorie from that ship ” su per- 
H. Merivale, Esq., intend the removal of the islanders - - | 34 
May 22, 1856. 
48 Governor Reporting the further arrangements made - - - | 34 
Sir W, Denison 
to 
Honourable 
Labouchere, 
May 26, 1856. (85.) 
19 Governor In reply to No. 15 of series, 
Sir W. Denison expenses to be incurred - 35 
to 
Right Honourable 
Labouchere, 
July 10, 1856. (113.) 
20 Governor Enclosing the Report of Lieutenant Gre ibe th the officer 
Sir W. — who was placed in charge of the nee the petenias of 
theislanders - - | 36 
Labouchere, 
16, 1856. (128.) 
21 Right Honourable | Expresses satisfaction at the success attendin a the transfer 
H. Labouchere of these people to Norfolk Island, and enclosing an esti- 
to. mate to submitted to Parliament for 
Governor expenses incurred, amounting to £5,580. 39 
Sir W. Denison, 
Dec. 10, 1856. (3.) 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


ON THE SUBJECT OF 


REMOVAL OF INHABITANTS OF PITCAIRN’S ISLAND TO 
NORFOLK ISLAND. 


No. l. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir Jonuw S. Paxrycron Bart. 
to Lieut.-Governor Sir Denison. 
(No. 140.) 


Sir, _ Downing Street, December 15, 1852. 

Wit reference to the arrangements which you have proposed forthe 
gradual abolition of the convict settlement at Norfolk Island, I have to 
acquaint you that this place has been suggested as fit for the reception of the 
small body of settlers now existing on Pitcairn’s Island. ; 

You must be too well acquainted with the history of these interesting people 
to render it necessary that | should enlarge on the subject here. It is enough 
to say that they are a community who, in the small and remote island which 
they occupy, have preserved an innocence of life and a gentleness and bene- 
volence of manners which have gained for them the esteem, the admiration, and 
the goodwill of all by whom they have been visited. They are rapidly, how- 
ever, outgrowing the capability of the little island ~ inhabit to afford them 
the means of sustenance. From an apprehension of scarcity on a former 
occasion they were removed to Otaheite, but. they found the scene in which 
they were placed so unsuited to them that they seized the first.opportunity 
of securing the return of their whole party back to Pitcairn’s Island. Their 
present numbers are estimated, I believe, at about: 170. 

I shall be glad to receive from you an early report how soon Norfolk Island 
will be finally evacuated, under the arrangements which you have proposed for 
that purpose; what resources, both in- the way of buildings and of available 
lands, it will then afford to a new body of settlers of the kind I have described ; 
how far these resources may appear to you, from your knowledge and expe- 
rience, likely to be sufticient for their wants ; and what arrangements, if the 
measure is to take effect, you would suggest as most likely to conduce to its 
successful execution. I have, &c 


| (Signed) JOHN S. PAKINGTON. | 
Lieut.-Governor Sir W. Denison, 
&c. &c. &c. 


No. 2. 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Sir Writtam Denison to the - 
Duke of NeEwcastTLe. 


Government House, Van Diemen’s Land, 


(No. 129.) June 8, 1853. 
(Received October 25, 1853.) 
My Lorp Douxe, Answered, No. 181, December 9, 1853, page 10.) 


I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a Despatch from Sir 
John Pakington, No. 140, dated 15 December 1852, in which, after men- 
tioning that Norfolk Island had been suggested as fit for the reception of the 
small body of settlers now existing on Pitcairn’s Island, I am directed to report 
how soon Norfolk Island will be finally evacuated, what resources, in the way 
of buildings and of available land, it will then afford toa new body of settlers, 
how far these resources may be sufficient for the wants of such settlers, and 
what arrangements I should suggest as most likely to conduce to the successful 
execution of this scheme, should it be decided to carry it into effect. 


2. Having communicated with the Comptroller-General, with Mr. Price, 


the late Commandant at Norfolk Island, and with Captain Hamilton, who 


resided there some time, and who ee as Commanding Royal Engineer, 
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6 CORRESPONDENCE respecting REMOVAL OF INHABITANTS 


charge of the buildings of the department, I am enabled to forward to your 
Grace the enclosed documents, being returns of the amount of stock now on 
the island, of the number and condition of the buildings, and a letter from 
Mr. Price, expressive of his opinion of the peculiar adaptation of the island for 

8. With regard to the time at which the transfer to the islanders can be 
made, and the mode in which it can be managed, I have consulted with the 
Comptroller-General, who is of opinion that Norfolk Island can be abandoned 
for convict purposes on the Slst December 1854, but that to carry out the 
whole of the proposed arrangements in an effective manner a ship of about 500 
tons should be skasiered in England, to convey convicts to Western Australia, 
and, after landing these convicts, to proceed to Norfolk Island about November 
1854, to transfer the last of the convicts and stores, as well as the civil and 
military officers, and other free persons, to Van Diemen’s Land; on the com- 
pletion of that service, the vessel should proceed to Pitcairn’s Island, to carry 
out’the proposed transfer.from thence to Norfolk Island. 

4. This aha ges appears to me to be the best which can be adopted. 
Ample means will thus be placed at the a okey of the Government for the 
removal of all the men and stores on the island. ‘Time will be given to com- 
municate with the Pitcairn islanders, and to prepare them for their intended 
move ; and as some persons must be left in charge of the buildings and crops, 
between the departure of the convicts and the arrival of the islanders, the 
vessel should be chartered to proceed from Norfolk Island to Hobart Town 
after the disembarkation of the islanders. 

5. It is most essential that transport should be provided in England as 
suggested, for it would not be possible to find it in this part of the world, 
Re. ot at a very high rate, and the vessel would certainly not be so well suited 
to the purpose as one chartered as above described. 

6. The arrangements which I should propose to make on the island would be 
very simple. A certain amount of land would be kept under cultivation by the 
convicts, and cropped with maize and sweet potatoes, which would be harvested 
by the islanders on their arrival, or should this not take place till too late in the 
year, by the persons left in charge of the buildings and stock. 

7. A certain number of horses, cattle, —- and pigs will be left on the 

ements, and: stores which may 
be required for the service of the people until t ey are in a position to purchase 
what they may require, and provide for themselves. To leave too large an 
amount at their.disposal would only lead to habits of idleness and dependence 
u others. Indeed, I should ss feel disposed to recommend that a 
charge, however trifling it may be, should be made even at first for ever 
article issued from the Government stores; and that, after the settlement is 
once started, the full value should be charged by the Government for every 


tool or implement issued to the people. 


8. It is evident from Mr. Price’s letter that in a very short time the inhabi- 
tants will be in a position to carry on an active trade with the neighbouring 
colonies; the produce of the island, such as arrow-root, maize, pepper, coffee, 
&c., will meet with a ry sale in New South Wales, and the fertility of the 


ese returns abundant, provided proper industry be 
exhibited. are 


9. Looking, however, to the indolence of the South Sea islander, the effect 
partly of the climate in which they live, partly of their natural constitution, I 
eis P suggest that the grant of land to each family should at first be limited 
to an amount sufficient to maintain the individuals composing it, and the 

uantity of stock which it may be thought advisable to allot to them. 

acilities and inducements should then be held out to them to acquire more 

land, for which a fair sum per acre should be charged; but, looking to the 

confined area of the island, which does not contain more than 10,000 or 12,000 

acres, I would submit that the whole should be reserved for the native popu- 

lation, and be ian tags of under such regulations as would effectually prevent 


e part of speculators or capitalists who might be disposed to 
take advantage of the ignorance of the natives. 


| haye, &c. 
(Signed)  W, DENISON. 
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OF PITCAIRN’S ISLAND TO NORFOLK ISLAND. 
Enclosure 1 in No, 2. 


Return of Lanp under Cultivation during the Half Year ending 31st December 1852, 


Extent. | REMARKS, 
16 0 0| Th th a of Febriaty 
Sweet Potatoes - | 16 0 O| This crop will be ready for issue by the end of Februat 
. next. The yield expected to be large. 
Maize : - | 40 0 0O| Not more than half of this crop will yield anything at all ; 
) | | the failure of the rest is owing to there an insuffi- 
| ciency of labour to keep the land clean. __. 
Garden Ground -| 2 O OQ} For the purpose of ucing vegetables for the military 
and convict hospi | 


(Signed) W. H. Tomas, 
The Acting Commandant, Officer in charge of Agricultural Department. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 2. 


Return of Live Stock remaining on hand at Norvorx Isianp up to 81st December 1852. 
Geldings, broken in - 
Colts - - - - - - l 
Mares - - - - 
Fillies - - - 
Foals - - - 
Total horses - - 
Hornep Catt 
Bulls - - - 5 
Young bulls - - 2 
Feeding oxen - 98 
Working oxen - - - - 150 
Steers - - - - 89 
Calves - - - 86 
Cows - - - - ~ 107 
Heifers - - - - 85 
Calves - - - 99 
Total horned cattle - - - 21 
SHEEP. 
Young rams - - - - 9 
Young ditto - - : - 879 
Lambs - - - - ~ 870 
Breeding ewes - 1,846. 
Maiden ewes - - - 
Total sheep - - 4,140 
Swine. 
Young boars - - - - 3 
Feeding barrows - - 4 
Maiden ditto - 
Young ditto - - 44 


Total swine - 


~ 
vw 


Fowls - - 


Norfolk Island, December 31, 1852. (Signed) W H. THomas. 


1 in 


Encl. 2 in No. 2. 
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Encl. 4 in No. 2 


8 CORRESPONDENCE respecting REMOVAL OF INHABITANTS 


Royal Engineer Office, Hobart Town, 

June 6, 1853. 

‘J wave the honour, in reference to your communication of the 15th ultimo respecting 

the buildings at Norfolk Island, as to their capabilities of meeting the requirements-of a body 

of free settlers, to report that the following is the accommodation at present existing on the 

island, viz.— 

~ One large stone building, consisting of about twelve rooms, besides numerous out-offices, 
including coach-house, stable, &c. 

One ‘stone cottage, consisting of eight rooms, with necessary out-buildings, including 


stable, &c. | 

‘One stone cottage, consisting of seven rooms, with necessary out-buildings. 

Three do. do. six do. do, do. 

Five do. do.  fotr do. do, do. 

One weather-boarded cottage, consisting of six rooms, with necessary out-offices. 
One do. do. do. four do. do. do. 

Two stone cottages, consisting of three rooms each and detached kitchen. 

Sixteen do. do. two rooms and half a kitchen. 

Two weather-boarded cottages, do. do, 
Four do. do. three rooms each and half a kitchen. | 


One stone cottage, consisting of three rooms and a kitchen, and stabling for three horses. 

‘One do. two rooms, | 

Block of buildings forming the new military barracks, affording accommodation for one 
field officer, six officers, 168 rank and file, and 36 hospital patients, with necessary out- 
buildings attached. 

Block of buildings forming the old military barracks, affording accommodation for four 
psa 98 rank and file, and one barrack serjeant, with necessary out-buildings 
attached. 

Block of buildings forming the commissariat stores and sheds, &c. 

A stone building,-forming convict and engineer stores. 

Block of buildings, forming the convict barracks and workshops, churches, &c. 

Do. ‘ forming convict messroom and sheds, cooking and baking houses, &c. 

Carpenters’ and blacksmiths’ shops. 

Wind and water mills (one of each) with huts attached. 

Two large boat sheds. | 

Block of buildings forming the gaol establishment, embracing gaolers’ and turnkeys’ 
quarters, cook and bake-houses, &c. 

The foregoing comprise the buildings on the settlement, in addition to which there are— 

Two huts on the Longridge Road, consisting of two rooms each and a kitchen. 

And at Longridge— 


One stone cottage, ge of four rooms, with necessary out-offices. 
One weather-boarded do. do. six rooms, do, - ? 
One do. do, do, three rooms, do. 


One large dormitory and messroom. 

One large stone barn and stable. 

Small gaol. 

Cook and bake house. 

There are several other weather-boarded buildings, but in a ruinous condition, such as 
old dormitories, overseers’ quarters, &c. This remark applies equally to the dilapidated 
buildings at the Old Cascade station. f 

There is at the landing-place on the north side of the island a small store and guard- 
—— and also several old wooden huts in the gardens throughout the island used by the 
officers. 

I am of opinion that there is more than ample accommodation, and that of a very 
superior quality, on the island, for a far greater number of settlers than 150; and the means 
available for their at once commencing farming and garden operations without any previous 
labour of clearing land, &c. ; at the same time, nothing but labour, and abundance of it, will 
ever keep Norfolk Island clear from being overrun with vegetation, especially that of the 
wild cotton plant, a most troublesome customer to keep down, ‘ewe 


I have, &c. . | 
The Comptroller-General of Convicts. Captain, &c., Commanding Royal Engineers. 


Enclosure 4.in No. 2. 


In forwarding herewith the information required by his Excellency to reply to 
Despatch No. 140, I have to report that I consider Norfolk Island admirably adapted for 
the Pitcairn islanders; the buildings, as shown by the report of the Commanding Royal 
gost being much ‘more than sufficient for their accommodation, and the soil, climate, 
and productions very similar, I believe, 1o those of the-island which they now occupy 
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OF PITCAIRN’S ISLAND TO NORFOLK ISLAND. 9 


The cotton tree would be the test difficulty they would have to contend against at 


Norfolk Island. It would also necessary that they should take steps to keep up the 


supply of firewood; live stock, agricultural implements, and other articles could be left on 
the island for their use. Under the existing arrangements now in progress, Norfolk 
Island can be finally abandoned for convict purposes on the 31st December 1854. But 
to carry out the whole of the proposed arrangements in an effective manner, I would 
suggest that a ship of about 500 tons might be chartered in England to convey convicts 
to Western Australia, and after landing these convicts to proceed to Norfolk Island, about 
November 1854, to transfer the last of the convicts and stores, as well as the civil and 
military officers and other free persons to Van Diemen’s Land. On the completion of that 
service proceeding to Pitcairn’s Island to carry out the proposed transfer from thence to 
Norfolk Island, as transport could not be found in this part of the world except at a very 


high rate, and certainly none so well suited for the purpose as such a v as I have 
mentioned. 
June 7, 1853. (Signed) J. 8S. Hampton. 


| Enclosure 5 in No, 2. 


Sir, Hobart Town, Jane 8, 1858. 
In accordance with his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor’s desire that I should 
report my “opinion as to the general capability of Norfolk Island of maintaining a body 
“ of free settlers to the number in all of about one hundred and seventy,” I have the 
honour to submit the following observations for his Excellency’s consideration, 
Presuming that the settlers alluded to are the Pitcairn islanders, I conceive that a spot 
better calculated for their reception could not be selected. Emigrating from but a few 
degrees to the north of Norfolk Island, these people would enter on their agricultural 


operations under highly favourable circumstances; already acclimatized, they would bring 


Encl. 5 in No. 2, 


with them a eyes of the seasons, of the proper localities for the due protection of | 


their crops on a small island, swept as their own is at times by heavy winds, and also 
experience in the culture of intertropical productions. 

The soil of Norfolk Island is of excellent quality (similar to that of Pitcairn’s Island) : 
in favourable seasons an acre of land of average quality would produce about fifty bushels 
of maize; from twenty to twenty-five tons of sweet potatoes are obtained from a similar 
space; about a ton of arrow root is the average crop from the acre, Wheat is of uncer- 


tain growth, the barley and oats of the island are also of inferior quality, but rye of good 


quality is obtained to the amount of about thirty bushels to the acre. All English 
vegetables grow abundantly during the winter and spring months. ‘The lemon and 
guava are found in abundance in all the gullies in the island. ‘The grape, the fig, the 
orange, the shaddock, pine-apple, mulberry, olive, loquat, custard-apple, and other fruits 


| hae in the gatdens, Coffee produces abundantly, and the whole island is capable of 


ing placed under cultivation, About six hundred acres have been under the plough: 
but I imagine, from my knowledge of the rapid growth of the weeds in that climate, that 
the cleared land has already become a wilderness, but of course it can be easily recovered, 
having once been under cultivation. Fish is abundant off the coast, The natural grasses 
are capable of sustaining about six thousand sheep, and I should say a thousand head of 
horned cattle, together with a sufficiency of herses for agricultural purposes, The main 
fences are new, and 1 believe will last fot the next nine years; the roads are in fair order ; 
the jetty is perfect, so far as it has been carried out, and stone ways for the boats were 
about being laid down when I left the island. The buildings are in good repair; a new 
barn and stable.have been recently erected. ‘The siloes for the storage of grain have been 
put in perfect order, and several new and substantial quarters erected for civilians, Lime- 
stone, sawing and splitting timber, as likewise firewood, is in abundance, and there exists 
no doubt in my mind that Norfolk Island is fully capable of maintaining from three to 
four thousand free people. 

In support of my opinion that this island is eminently adapted as a residence for the 
Pitcairn islanders, 1 beg leave to adduce the opinion of a very intelligent man, Captain 
Grant, master of an American whaler. ‘This gentleman was well acquainted with the 
people referred to, indeed he had known them many years, his wife having been left for 
seven months an invalid amongst them, he during that time was constantly amongst them. 
Brought up as an agriculturist in his younger days, he saw that at no distant period 
these people must sek another home, from the insufficiency of the island in the production 
of food, and in conversing with me on the subject he expressed his opinion that no more 
eligible spot existed than Norfolk Island for their reception, Similar in soil, in climate 
and in coast, he looked on our settlement as a most desirable location for his friends, and 
frequently expressed a hope that should it ever be abandoned as a penal settlement it 
might be transferred to them. — 

t may not be out of place, whilst on this subject, to remark, that I imagine that 
Norfolk Islarid, were it a free port, would be the refreshing station of most of the*whalers 
of the southern seas, as it lies in a direct line from the Equator to their fishing grounds, 
and many of these vessels have refreshed at Pitcairn’s Island, and consequently are 
acquainted with the natives; added to this, recently many vessels have called at the 
island on their voyage from California to Victoria, and the flour vessels to the same port 
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The Comptroller ‘General, 


No. 3. 


* Page 5. 


No. 4. 


Nov. 15, 1854. 


10 CORRESPONDENCE ‘respecting REMOVAL OF INHABITANTS 


from the: cbast of South Amefica:have touched at the island for of 
refreshments, so that: the island would not’ long be located by a population ere a 
trade would be established with'the islanders, 
In conclusion: 1 have to apologize:'to this: Excellency for: the meagreness of my report; 
but not* being in: possession -of returns: of produce, land that has been under cultivation, 
and amount.of live stock that has been on the island, I am unable to sopport my opinion 
by statistics;; but .of this his: Excellency: may rest assured, that an island capable of being 
made: if: its’ whole extent a perfect: garden, such as Norfolk island is, is sufficient to 
maintain a population immensely in excess of the number contemplated. = = == = 
Sign Jouw Price, 


| No. 8. | 
Cory of a DESPATCH from the Duke of Newcastte to Lieut.-Governor _ 
«Sir "Witrtam Denison. 

_ T wave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 129 of the 
8th of June 1858,* reporting on the capabilities of Norfolk Island for the future 
residence, and settlement of the people of Pitcairn’s Island. Nearly at the 
same; time I, have received through the foreign department a letter from Her 
Majésty’s' Consul at Raiatea in the Society Islands, communicating an applica- 
tion which had been received: from the Pitcairn’s islanders for the means of 
removing ‘to Norfolk Island.” 


From‘ the very useful reports which you have furnished on the subject, it 


cannot. be doubted, that this island is particularly well suited for the future 
“residence. of the. Pitcairn’s islanders, and I shall:cause proper measures to be 
taken, when the time shall have more nearly approached, for supplying a 


vessel to call for these people at Pitcairn’s Island about the month of November 
1854. 3 


It will be proper that Norfolk Island should not be openéd to occupation by 
any other class of settlers. . | 


I have, &e. 


Lieut.-Governor Sir W. Denison, (Signed) NEWCASTLE. 
&e. 


| No. A. | | 
Copy of a DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir Grorcr Grey, Bart., to 
| Lieut.-Governor Sir Henry Youna. 
(No. 13.) | 


SIR, Downing Street, December 4, 1854. 


Wiru reference to the Duke of Newcastle’s Despatch to your predecessor, 
No. 181, of the §th December (853, apprizing him that a vessel would be provided 
towards the end of the present year for the removal of the Pitcairn islanders 


to Norfolk Island, I transmit to you for your information the copy of a letter 
from the Foreign Office, stating that this information had been communicated to 
the Pitcairn islanders by Her Etsieet ’s Consul at the Society Islands. 

But upon the. receipt of Sir William Denison’s Despatch, No, 215, of the 
llth October 1853, transmitting an appeal against the removal of the convicts 
who'still remained at Norfolk Island, the intention of sending a ship for the 
Pitcairn islanders’ was postponed, and Her Majesty’s Consul at the Society 
Islands was so informed, o further steps will be taken for the transfer of the 
Pitcairn islanders until I shall receive a report from you that, in. pursuance of 
the directions conveyed, to Sir. William Denison by the Duke of Newcastle in 
his Grace’s Despatch, No. 48,* of the 30th March last, all the convicts remain- 
ing in Norfolk Island have been finally removed. ! pan fe 

Lieut<Governor Sir H Young, (Signed) G. GREY. 


Pago 98, of Pap Convict Discipline, ‘prese to Her M esty’s Com- 
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Enclosure in No. 4. 


Sir, pir Foreign Office, November 15, 1854. 
reference to your Jetter. of the 10th of December last, [am directed by. the 
Earl of Clarendon to transmit.to ‘you, to be laid before ay ay Sir George Grey, the 
accompanying copy of a Despatch from Mr. Toup Nicolas, Her vente Consul. in the 
Society Islands,’ enclosing a copy of ‘a letter addressed by him to the Pitcairn’ islanders, 
informing them that.a vessel would call off that island at the close of the present year for 
the purpose’ of rémovitig'them to Norfolk Island. 


¥ am at the same time to request you Will’ observe to Sir. George Grey that at.the time 
Mr. Nicolas addressed his letter to the Pitcairn islanders. it would ol ving that fe ‘had not 
received a despatch addressed to him from this department ‘on''the’ 12th ‘of May last, 
acquainting. him, in accordance with the contents of the Colonial Office Jetter of the 6th of 
last April, that Norfolk Island would not be available for the Pitcairn islanders.a8,soon as he 
had at first been led to expect. ) tA 


Herman Merivale, Esq., (Signed) _. ,Wapeuouse, 

My Lorn, © | Raiatea; Jaly 10, 1854. 


I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch, No. 4, 


Encl. in No. 4, 


No. 9. 
July 10, 1864. 


dated December 16, 1853, instructing me to communicate to: the, inhabitantsiof Piteairn's— 


Island, that Het Majesty’s Government had consented to their removal to Norfolk Island. 
oa mre the honour herewith to enclose a copy of the letter addressed’ by me to the Pitcairn 
nders, 
This letter I have forwarded in duplicate, in.order that the first opportunity for Pitcairn’s 
Island may be taken either from Tahiti or Valparaiso. < | . 


The Earl of Clarendon, 
&e, &c, 


I have,&e. 
(Signed) B,'Tour Nicoras; 


| To the Pitcairn Islanders, 
My Dear Frienps, : Raiatea, July 5, 1854. 
In accordance with your wishes conveyed to me range your late Jamented chiof 


magistrate Matthew McCoy, I addressed the Earl of Malmesbury on the subject of your 


removal, either wholly or in part, to Norfolk Island, provided the Government would consent 
to cede it to you. 


- T have received a despatch from the Earl of Clarendon, the present Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, who instructs me to make’ known to you that his Lordship lias been ihformed 
by the Duke of Newcastle, the Secretary of State for the Colonies, that Norfolk Island will 
be available for the settlement of the Pitcairn islanders, or as many as will remove thither, 


by the end of pad ape 1854, Her Majesty’s Government will also take measures to provide 


a vessel which shall call off. Pitcairn’s Island towards the close of that year for the purpose 
of removing the people to Norfolk Island. | 


While communicating this intelligence to you, 1 am at the same time'to acquaint. you that 
you will be pleased to understand that Norfolk Island cannot be ‘ceded” to the Pitcairn 


Islanders, but that grants will be made of allotments of land to the different families, and I 


am desired further to make known to you that it is hot at present. intended to allow any 
other class of settlers to reside or occupy land on the island, ei | 


To those who avail themselves of the opportunity. of settling in Norfolk Island I would 
offer my warmest wishes for their welfare in their new home, accompanied by a hope and a 
belief that they will take with them and retain that sterling principle and noble simplicity 
which have caused the Pitcairn islanders to be so cared for by England. 


To those who remain, should there be any who do’ so, I would offer wishes’ as heartfelt 
as to those of their brethren who are about to depart, with a hope that the community at 
Pitcairn’s Island will long continue to lead that life so primitively good, so deservedly 
Pappy: which it was my good fortune to witness during my week’s pleasant sojourn amongst 
them. 

Believe me, &c. 
Gigned) B. Tour Nicoxas. 
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12 CORRESPONDENCE respecting REMOVAL OF INHABITANTS. 


No. 5. 


Cary of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Sir Writ1am Denison to the 
Right Hon. Sir Georce Grey, Bart. 


(No, 83.) Van Diemen’s Land, Government House, 
December 25, 1854. : 
| Received March 17, 1855.) 
‘3 _ (Answered “ Separate,” April 15, 1855, page 13.) 

I wiss to bring under your notice the correspondence which has taken 

lace on the subject of the transfer of Norfolk Island to the inhabitants of 
Pitcairn’ Island, and to make one or two suggestions which may perhaps 
facilitate the arrangements to be made for the reception and good government 
of the new settlers. 

2. The circumstance that the inhabitants of Pitcairn’s Island were desirous 
to remove from that place to Norfolk Island was brought under my notice in a 
Despatch* from Sir John Pakington, No. 140, dated 15th December 1852, by 
which I was directed to report as to the capabilities of the island, and the mode 
in which the transfer should be arranged. 

8. In my Despatch,t No. 129, dated 8th June 1853, I went into a full state- 
ment of the arrangements which I considered it would be desirable to make, 
in order to secure the evacuation of the island by the convicts on the 3lst 
December 1854, and the transfer of the Pitcairn islanders to their new place of 
residence, | ‘ 

4. The Duke of Newcastle, in a Despatch,t No. 181, dated 9th December 
1853, acknowledged the receipt of my Despatch, No. 129, and, referring to the 
arrangements proposed by me, said, ‘“‘I shall cause proper measures to be 
‘* taken, when the time shall have more nearly approached, for supplying a 
“ vessel to call for these people at Pitcairn’s Island about the month of 
“ November 1854.” 

5. I shall probably have to address you on the subject of the arrangements 
to be made for the removal of the men and stores from Norfolk Island, as I 
have not heard that a vessel has been chartered as suggested by me; but my 
object at present in addressing you is, to submit that Norfolk Island, as it comes 
within the geographical boundaries of the Colony of New South Wales, should, 
when it ceases to be a convict establishment, be placed again under my juris- 
diction, as I shall‘take an interest in the establishment of the Pitcairn islanders, — 
and shall have better opportunities of watching over them than can fall to the 
lot of the Governor of Van Diemen’s Land. | 

6. I would also suggest that I should have power to appoint a magistrate, 
and that provision should be made for the payment of his salary, and for that 
of a police, by the collection of a trifling duty upon imports, or by some mode 
hereafter to be determined, in order that there may be means at hand to check 
and control the irregularities committed by the whalers, whose conduct is often 
productive of the worst effects upon the inhabitants of we South Sea Islands. 

lave, &c. 
The Right Hon. Sir George Grey, Bart. (Signed) W. DENISON. 
&c. &c. &c, 


Sir, 


No. 6. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Lieut.-Governor Sir Witriam Denison to the 
Right Hon. Sir Georce Grey, Bart. 


(No. 85.) Van Diemen’s Land, Government House, 
December 26, 1854. 
(Received March 17, 1855.) 
SIR, _ (Answered “ Separate,” April 15, 1855, page 13.) 
I nave the honour to forward herewith a Memorandum of the Comp- 
troller General, relative to the steps to be taken for the removal of the convicts 
establishment, the military, and the surplus stores from Norfolk Island. 

I had expected (in consequence of the communication made to me by his 
Grace the Duke of Newcastle, in his Despatch,* No. 181, dated 9th December 
1853,) that a vessel would have been chartered in England for the purpose, not 
only of conveying the Pitcairn islanders to Norfolk Island, but of removing the 
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stores and the men who must necessarily be left in charge of the stores and 
buildings until they are transferred to the new coniers. — 

As, however, I have not received any information of the sailing of such a 
vessel, and as it is in every way desirable that the establishment at Norfolk 
Island should be broken up as speedily as possible, I have approved of the 
suggestion of the Comptroller-General that a vessel of about 400 tons should 
be chartered for the conveyance of men and stores from Norfolk Island to Van 
Diemen’s Land, at a cost of 900/. This arrangement is far more economical 
than the employment of the “ Lady Franklin” would be, for one trip of this 
vessel will be sufficient to clear off stores, &c. which would be a sufficient cargo 
for two or even three trips of the ** Lady Franklin.” 

‘Some convicts (50) with a subaltern’s guard of 20 men, will be left on the 
island till it is finally handed over to the Pitcairn islanders. 

A return of the stores and stock transferred to the islanders, together with a 
detailed report of the state of the buildings, &c. on the island, will be furnished 
when the transfer is completed. 


I have, &c. : 
The Right Hon. Sir George Grey, Bart. | (Signed) W. DENISON. 
ee. &c. &c. 


Enclosure in No, 6, 


MEMORANDUM. 


Wuen the “ Franklin” sailed from Norfolk Island in October last 119° convicts re- 
mained under punishment on the island, and as she has accommodation on board for 68, 
two voyages of that vessel will suffice to bring ry all these convicts, but not the large 
number of stipendiaries and stores, and as nothing has been heard of the vessel expected 
from England to perform this service, I am of opinion that the most advantageous arrange- 
ment would be now to hire a vessel to proceed to the island. 

A superintendent surgeon and a few inferior officers must be retained on the island 
until the whole of the stores and stock proposed’ to be removed are embarked, but 19 
adult male stipendiaries of all classes can be dispensed with when the “ Franklin ” is ready to 
leave the island on the voyage now about to commence, and with them eight adult females 
and twelve children have to be provided with conveyance. 

‘l'ransport is also required for upwards of 400 tons of stores, several horses, &c., as well 
as the military establishment, which should, I think, be reduced to 20 soldiers, to guard the 
50 convicts remaining on the island. Under all these circumstances 1 recommend that the 
barque called the “ Faith,” which has been offered by the owner to the Government, or some 
other suitable vessel, should be hired to proceed to the island in about three weeks from this 
date. | 
(Signed) J. & Hampton, 


His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor. 20th December 1854, 


No. 7. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir Gzorcz Grey, Bart., 
_ to Governor General Sir Denison. 
Separate.” 


SiR, Downing Street, April 15, 1855. 


I nave had under my consideration your Despatches, Nos. 83* and 85,* 
of the 23rd and 26th December last, from Van Diemen’s Land, reporting the 
transfer to that colony of the majority of the convicts from Norfolk Island, and 
offering some suggestions on the management of the island after the expected 
settlers from Pitcairn’s Island shall arrive. 

I approve of the steps which you took for removing from Norfolk Island all 
convicts, except a small party, which you have kept until the expected arrival 
of the Pitcairn’s settlers. 

Upon the question of hereafter annexing the island to the government of 
New South Wales instead of that of Van Diemen’s Land, as well as upon the 
necessity of appointing any special officers for the maintenance of peace and 
good order, I shall address you at a — ee In the meanwhile the 


No. 7, 
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14, CORRESPONDENCE nespecting REMOVAL OF: INHABITANTS 


first. step.to be,taken.is,to, provide for the transfer.of the. Pitcairn’s islanders, and 


I think this can best be done from Sydney and under your directions. It was 
at first. intended, as you were. informed by the Duke of Newcastle’s Despatch* of 
9th December 1855, to. senda ship from England, to call off Pitcairn’s. Island 
about, the end of 1854, for the conveyance of thesettlers; but when it appeared 
that. there, was:some demur as to the removal of the.convicts from Norfolk Island, 
thisrmeasure was countermanded, and. the inhabitants of Pitcairn’s Island were 
duly apprized of the change, as it was not thought fit to incur the least risk’ that 
these people should be mixed.up with a.convict settlement. That obstacle no 
longer exists, But after the lapse of so Jong a time, and especially as there 
is some doubt whether the whole of the Pitcairn’s settlers would be willing to 
emigrate, I do not consider it. prudent now to'send a ship direct from England 
for their removal. I have to instruct you, therefore, to request the senior naval 
officer,to take. the. first; convenient . opportunity of causing a vessel of war to 
visit, Pitcairn’s Island, and to ascertain how many of the inhabitants would be 
ready and willing to proceed to Norfolk Island if a ship were provided for the 
purpose. Should the answer be favourable, I should wish you to engage and 
equip, at Sydney a suitable vessel for the- removal of the  Pitcairn’s islanders, 
with a stipulation that, after they are landed, she shall convey the remaining 
party of convicts at Norfolk Island and their guard to Van Diemen’s Land. 
Special instructions should be given to the master of such vessel to delay the 
landing of the Pitcairn Islanders at Norfolk Island until he shall have made 
such arrangements with the officer commanding the guard at that place as will 
secure that no intercourse whatever shall be permitted between the islanders 
and the convicts, and that the latter shall be embarked immediately after the 
whole of the islanders and their goods shall have been landed on the island, 
and the ‘master should be required to obtain a certificate from the officer com- 
manding the guatd that those arrangements had ‘been carried into successful 
_ "The Governor of Van Diemen’s Land will take the necessary steps to convey 
corresponding instructions to the officer commanding at Norfolk Island. A 
separate account should be kept of the expense of moving the Pitcairn’s Islanders, 
which will have tobe hereafter duly provided. for. You will of course obtain 
from Van Diemen’s Land any information which you may feel to be necessary in 
order to frame correctly the particulars of this last-mentioned stipulation. ‘The 
course thus laid down for your guidance will involve some delay, but it is pre- 
ferable to incurring the risk of sending a vessel to Pitcairn’s Island with the 
chance of not even finding the people willing to take advantage of the oppor- 
tunity, offered to them for their removal. |» | | 

A copy of the present Despatch will be transmitted to the Governor of Van 
Diemen’s Land-for his information, and he has been instructed (pending the 
question as to the future local administration of the island) to conform himself 
to any communications which he may receive from yourself touching this 

I have, &c. 

Governor Sir W. Denison, Bey (Signed) G. GREY. 


~\Cory of a DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir GrorGe Grey, Bart., to 
~~ “Separate.” Governor Sir Henry Youne. 


Downing Street, April 15, 1855. 
“I EncLose for your information and guidance the copy of a despatch 
which I haye addressed to Sir W. Denison, at Sydney, containing instructions on 
the steps to. be taken for the transfer of the inhabitants of Pitcairn’s Island, and 
for the removal of the remaining convicts and their guard to Van Diemen’s 
Land, I have to.call your especial attention to the necessity for using every 
precaution to prevent, intercourse between the Pitcairn islanders and. the 


- convicts, and to the instructions which you should communicate to the officer 


commanding the convict guard at Norfolk Island. _ 
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PITCAIRN’S ISLAND TO.NORFOLK ISLAND. 


As Norfolk Island is still under your government, and the question of its 
future local administration, is: left, open, 1 wish you, for the present, and untik 
further instructions, to. conform, yourself to any,communications which you may 
receive from Sir W..Denison touching’ this: matter. . 
| | | Ihave, &c. 
Governor Sir Hw Young, (Signed) G. "GREY. 


— 


Cory of a DESPATCH ‘from Governor General Sit Wi.tram Denison to the 

| September 8, 1855. 


_ (Received December 29, 1855.) | 
My Lorp, bs _. (Answered No, 10, January 21, 1856, page 25. 


I wave. the honour to acknowledge thé receipt of a Yespatch* 
Separate, and dated 15th April 1855, containing) mstructions as to the course to 
be adopted with relation to the proposed transference of the inhabitants of 
Pitcairn Island to Norfolk Island. | 


(No, 195.) 


2, On the receipt of this Despatch I immediately put myself in communica. ._ 
tion with Captain Fremantle, the senior naval officer on the station, and he at 


once decided to proceed to Pitcairn Island himself in the “ Juno,” and he 


accordingly sailed early in August, and will return.to Sydney by the beginning 


of the year with all the information that may be required to enable me to carry 
out the remainder of the instructions contained in the Despatch. 


3. I may be allowed to point out to your Lordship that some provision. will 
require to be made for the supply of the new comers with food until they reap 
their first crop; for I do not suppose that the convicts left on the island will 
have been able to keep enough land in cultivation to meet the increased demand. 
I enclose copy of a letter which I have written to Sir Henry Young on this 
subject; and in the absence of any instractions from your Lordship, shall take 


upon myself to provide whatever may be considered absolutely essential for the 
new colonists. 


4. I would also take the liberty of suggesting to your Lordship the advies- 


bility of establishing some authority upon the island, who will, under some 


general instructions emanating either from Her wr ogy Government direct, 


or from the Governor of the Colony to which Norfolk Island may be attached, 


regulate the allotment of land to the families of the new colonists, and make 
such arrangements with relation to the purchase of additional portions of land, 


either by the colonists or by their children, as may tend to encourage industry 
amongst them and induce 


the climate. 


5. It would in my opinion be advisable,’ at all events for the present, to ‘pro- 
hibit all grants or sales of land to others than the race now about to inhabit this 
small island, and to hold out as little encouragement as possible to the domesti- 
cation of other races, be they white or coloured, among them, until the effect of 
the removal of and the altered circumstances in which they are about to be placed 


can be clearly seen. 


6. I have thought it my duty to bring these matters thus briefly under your 


Lordship’s notice, as bearing’upon the success of the experiment which is about 
to be made. No effort on my part will be wanting which may in any way tend 
to promote their success. | 


| igned)  W. DENISON, 
The Right Hon. Lord John Russell, 


No, 9. 
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them to struggle against the enervating influence of 


in 
mM 
$ 
| 
> 
MG 
hee 
ui 
‘oot 
4 
|| 
art 
4 
| 
+ 
? 
{ 
| 
7 


wi 
= x 
* 
No. 9, 
i 
» 
~ 
| 
thi 
ie 
| 
- x WC. 
| 
f 
> 


Encl. in No, 9. 


No, 10. 


Page 15. 


16 CORRESPONDENCE respecting REMOVAL OF INHABITANTS 


Enclosure in No. 9. 


Sir, Government House, Sydney, Sept, 1, 1855. 


I wave received a Despatch from the Secretary of State, marked Separate, and dated 
15th April 1855, on the subject of the removal of the inhabitants of Pitcairn’s Island to 
Norfolk Island, in accordance with an arrangement proposed some years since, and com- 
mented upon by me in Despatches, copies of which are in your possession. 

The Secretary of State has forwarded to you a copy of the Despatch above mentioned, 
and it is therefore unnecessary for me to allude to it further than to say that Captain Fre- 
mantle has proceeded to Pitcairn’s Island in the “ Juno” in order to ascertain the numbers 
of the inhabitants who will be willing to change their home, and he will be at Sydney again 
srobably about Christmas; I shall then proceed to take the steps pointed out in the Despatch, 

y chartering a vessel to convey the Pitcairn Islanders to their destination, which vessel will 
carry back to. Hobart ‘Town the convicts and others now left upon Norfolk Island, together 
with such stores, &c, as it may be desirable or necessary to remove. 


Would you have the goodness to allow me to be furnished by the commissariat or the 
convict department with a list of the stores, tools, stock, &c. now on the island, as also with 
any information relating to the quantity of land in crop, of provisions in store, &c., which it 
may be in their power to furnish ;—for it is evident that as the Pitcairn islanders will arrive 
after harvest, means must be provided for their sustenance until it will he in their power to 
sow and gather a newcrop. I shall also be obliged for any data which may enable me to 
form an opinion as to the length of time which must elapse before the crops can reach 
maturity ; I mean the principal crops, such as maize, sweet potatoes, &c. On receiving any 
report from Captain Fremantle, I will immediately communicate with you as to the steps 
which I propose to take, in order that we may act in the fullest concert in the matter. 

I have, &c. 
His Excellency Sir H. Young, (Signed) 


W. Denison. 
&e, &e. 


No. 10. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor-General Sir Witttam Denison to the 
Right Hon. Lord Joun Russext. 
(No. 173.) 


Government House, Sydney, October 27, 1855 
My Lorp, 


| (Received March 5, 1856.) 
| | (Answered No. 47, April 5, 1856, page 33.) 
In my Despatch, No, 185,* dated 3rd September 1855, i forwarded a 
copy of a letter addressed by me to the Governor of Tasmania, in which I 
requested information as to the amount of provision left in store at Norfolk 
Island, the quantity of land under cultivation, the number of stock of different 
kinds, &c. 

2. I now forward a copy of the returns furnished in reply to my letter, 
together with the report as to the general capabilities of the island, the nature of 
the crops, the time of sowing, &c. This will enable me to form some opinion 
of the quantity of provisions, tools, &c. which it will be necessary to send from 
Sydney for the use of the new colony. I cannot, of course, give your Lordshi 
any idea of the actual amount of stores which will have to be supplied, until [ 
am furnished by, Captain Fremantle with a return of the number of persons 
who may be expected to leave Pitcairn Island for their new home; but it is 
evident that flour or meal and groceries, &c. will have to be supplied in quan- 
ties sufficient for the consumption of at least twelve months. 

3. Your Lordship will see that the deputy commissary general is of opinion 
that it would be very desirable that a person well acquainted with ‘Norfolk 


- [sland should accompany the ship which will be sent from Sydney to Pitcairn 


Island; and as I quite concur in the view taken by Mr. Bishop, I shall make 
arrangements, if possible, to send a properly qualified person, whose experience 
will probably be most serviceable to the emigrants. 1 trust that these arrange- 
ments will meet your Lordship’s approval; and that I may be authorized to 
draw upon the military chest for the cost of the provisions, &c. which it will be 


necessary to purchase. 


I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Lord John Russell, (Signed) W. DENISON. 
&c. &e. &c, 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 10, 


_ Memoranovum called for by Sir William Denison’s Despatch of Ist September 1855. — 


Stores, &c. to be conveyed to Hobart Town. 


Instructions were left with Mr. Stewart, the commissariat storekeeper in charge at 
Norfolk Island, to make .a careful selection of the most valuable of the stores remainin 
Pp for shipment to Hobart Town, and also to ship the mare ** Diamond ” and her filly foal. 
if possible. 

Lists Nos, 2 to 5 herewith show the description and quality of the stores, furniture, agri- 
cultural implements, &c., left at Norfolk Island on the 4th May last. It is surmised that a 
very large portion of the articles named in these lists would not be worth the transportt 
Hobart T own, though valuable to the Pitcairners. 

List No, 5 gives a description of the whole of the bui/dings on Norfolk Island, with their 
respective accommodation. 


Stoch. 


A portion of the live stock’ has been disposed of. The numbers contemplated to be left 
at Norfolk Island for the Pitcairn Islanders are about 
1,300 sheep, | 
250 horned cattle (milch cows, heifers, steers, &c.) 
} 8 horses (including one young entire). 

The swine are running wild in the bush, and their numbers may be estimated at from 
40 to 50. 7 

At Philip Island (five miles from Norfolk Island) there is a flock of wild goats: also 
swarms of rabbits, | 

Pigeons and parrots abound at Norfolk Island, Fish is also very plentiful round the 
coast, a ton weight having occasionally been caught in a few hours, They consist of 


» Trumpeters, from 6 to 20 lbs. each 
King fish » 6to40 ,, 


Encl. 1 in No, 10. 


Trevally 


Snapper 


Land in Crop. 


At the last sowing season (1854) the only grain sown was oats and rye for forage, and as 
vegetables, vines for sweet potatoes. The wild pigs destroyed nearly the whole of the 
former, and the cattle all the latter, the fencing having gone generally to decay from the 
want of convict labour. | | < 


When the “ Southern Cross” left Norfolk Island in May last, there was not.a rod of land 
under cultivation by the Government, and only about two acres of the officers’ gardens were, 
in crop, 

There is no grain seed on the island available for sowing except a small quaritity of wheat, 


which has not been found to answer, the crop being generally a very poor one, and seriously 
subject to smut and blight. | | | | 


Provisions in Store. 
A statement herewith, showing what the remains were on the 7th May last, and the esti- 
mated number of days each article is calculated to last from that date, presuming that the 


issues are restricted to the wants of the 17 individuals left on the island. 
It will be observed on reference to this statement, and to the probable time which will 


elapse before the Pitcairners can reach Norfolk Island, that a very limited amount of l 
woul be available for them. 


Data to form an Opinion, 
Maize should be sown from July to'October. It has been planted as late as the middle 


of December, but generally failed. Maize is harvested from February to the end of May, 
and the average produce is 20 busliels per acre. 


Sweet Potatoes.—Vines for these should be planted according to the season, from the 
beginning of September to the end of November. Those first planted are, after fair 
weather, fit for digging about Christmas, and all the crop grows and continues in the 
ground and fit for human food until the middle of July, after which they are given to the 


swine. 


Most Eu n vegetables will grow luxuriantly at Norfolk | 
ropea grow luxu y the potato, 


which is generally and watery. 
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It is evident from the foregoing, that after making due allowance: for ‘fencing, ploughing, 
and sowing, no crop of maize could be looked for at Norfolk Island before March 1857, 


or the sweet potato before December 1856, rendering it indispensable that an extensive 


supply of bread stuffs, groceries, &c., should be provided for the Pitcairn Islanders to 
start upon. 

The whole of the fencing at Norfolk Island is reported to be in a very dilapidated state ; 
but sufficient good material might be collected from them to construct some miles of service- 
able fencing, labour only being required. 


[ am of opinion that it would be a very desirable, if not an indispensable arrangement; 
for a person well acquainted with Norfolk Island (one of those last withdrawn, if possible) 
to be selected to accompany the ship proceeding to Pitcairn Island, as his advice would be 
very valuable in directing the Pitcairners as to what articles it would be desirable for them 
to move to Norfolk Island, having in view that the large extent of building accommodation 
there is of a superior class, in excellent order, and furnished with fixtures and fittings of 
every requisite description, besides a large quantity of furniture, consisting of tables, chairs, 
forms, presses, &c. &c., 0 that few bulky articles need be moved by them. 

It should be borne in mind that the crew of the ship, and the Pitcairn islanders them- 
selves, will have to assist in unloading the vessel at Norfolk Island; also in boats, and shore 
work; the cargo having to be discharged and taken in, in the open sea, generally about four 
miles from the shore of Norfolk Island. 

(Signed) Bisnop, 


Commissariat, Van Diemen’s Land, Hobart Town, Commissary General. 


September 18, 1855. 


~ Enclosure 2 in No, 10. 


STaTEMENT of the Quantity of Provisions, &c. in the Commissariat 8 asa at Norfolk 
Island on the 7th May, 1855; showing the estimated number of days each Article is 
calculated to last from that date. ‘The Estimate being based upon the supposition that 
the issues have been and will be restricted to the wants of the Seventeen Persons 
authorized to remain on the Island. 


Estimated Number of 
Quantities in Store : 
Articles on the Estimated daily Issue. | tq lent fan 
7th May 1855. 7th May 1855. 
Wheat = = |) % Flour 
Fl ‘ 1,402 
our 13, 27 pounds. 497 days. 

ounce. | 1,624 ,, 
Tea - 24) pound. $22 ” 
Sugar - 99 2,081 pounds. 416 
1,342 |} . 2 pounds. 671 ,, 
Soap- 6752 2 pounds. $38 ,, 
Rice - ” 725} pound. 725 
Oatmeal - - Pints 736 1 pint. 736 ,, 
Peas - ” $124 pint. 625 ,, 
Vinegar - 70 pint. 260 ,, 
Pipes - Number] . 500 number. 500 
Black Oil- - - Pints 2,767 } 
three or four years. 

Commissariat, Van Diemen’s Land, 


Hobart Town, September 15, 1855. Commissary General. 
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Enclosure 8 in No; 10, Encl. $ in No. 10, 
List of Barrack Stores remaining at Norfolk Island, not having been considered of sufficient : Hi 
alue to be worth Removal. a 
Lanterns, passage - - - 18 1} 
Lids, iron - - - - 4 
wooden - ~ 10 
Stools, serjeants’ - 9 | 
Tables, old pattern - - - = 
Tubs, urine - - 8 
Barrows, wheel - - 2 
Boxes, sentry - - 4 | 
Casks, water - - - 2 
Well buckets - - - 2 
Dripstone, frames - - - 2 
Remarx.—The Commissariat racy eg: ee in charge of the island will make a selection | 
from among these articles for removal to Hobart Town, | 
Commissariat, Van Diemen’s Land, Hobart Town, P 
September 15, 1855. (Signed) Bisuor, 
| Commissary General, 
| Enclosure 4 in No, 10. ‘ Enel. 4 in No. 10, 
List of Commissariat Magazine Implements remaining at Norfolk Island for use in the 
_ Stores, in charge of Assistant Storekeeper Stewart. 
Description of Articles, Number, &c. 
_Adze, cooper’s with handle 
Beams, scale - - 
Brushes, sweeping - - - 
Cleavers, butchers’ - - - 
Cocks, brass - - - - 
Hammers, coopers’ = - 1 
Iron beck - - 
Jointers, coopers’, with irons - - - RS. 
Knives, drawin - - 
», coopers’ hollowing - - - aye 
Butchers’ knives - - 
Measures, bushel - - - 
Moulds, candle - - - - 
Rope, 241in. - - - - 15 fathoms. 
Saws, butchers’ - - 2 No. 
Shaves, spoke, coopers’ - 
C2 
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Asllsles, | 


Stones, grinding 

Weggo n, sack 

Weights, 56 Ibs. 
28 lbs. 


small 
_ Winnowing machine 


Boxes, account 


Desks 
Stone - 


Inkstands and glasses 


Press - 
Rulers 
Stamp, wafer 
Stools 
Weights, lead 
Tables 


Cart - 
Harness - 


Office Furniture. 


&e. 
1 N 
y 

SS 

1 » 

» 
4 » 
2 
4 » 
4 
1 set. 


RemaRk.—Suggested that the whole of these articles be left on the island for the use of 


September 15, 1855, 


. the Pitcairn islanders, 
Commissariat, Van Diemen’s Land, Hobart Town, 


(Signed) 


ewt. 
Anchors, boat 0 
large 2 


Axes, felling 


» fire 
” le, 


butchers’: - 


», broad - 
Anvils, smiths’ - 
Awls, brace - 

Adzes, carpenters’ - 


Bars, crow 


Beams, scale, iron - 
Beams and scales - 


Belly bands, bullock - 


Belts, swor 
Bits, horse 


d 
bridle - 


snaffle - - 


Blankets 


Blocks, assorted - 


~ Boat breeching and bridle. 


» Catriages - 

»» hooks - 

»» Jaunches with sails 

Whale do, - 
Boilers, iron, assorted 
Bottles, tin, oil - 
Bows for yokes - 
Boxes, torch - 


Breeching, bullock and horse 
Bridles, riding 


Buckets, water 
» leather - 
Bunting, 
low 

Buoys, life, safety, copper 


.. Enclosure 5 in No. 10. 


List of Forniture, Stores, and Sundries, which are estimated as remaining at Norfolk 
Island, and which, with but few exceptions, are not of sufficient value to be worth 


Articles, 


Number, &c. 


“< 


2 


| 


Articles, 


Cans, milk - 
Brushes, paint 
small 


Bisnop, 
Commissary General, 


» Whitewash 
tar and long handle 
» sweeping 


scrubbing 
| Bellows, smiths’ 


Braces, wood 
» iron 
Barrows, wheel 
Bitts, assorted 


Benches, carpenters’ 


Buckets, wel 


Boxes, wood, pit saw 


Butser, smiths’ 


Bells, - 


Baskets’ - 
Barrels 
Balls, copper 


Bellows, nailers’ 
Bins, corn - 


Compasses, carpenters 


Carts, hand 
bullocks 
», horses 


‘99 water 


Carriage, 
Copper, old pi 
Chisels 
Cases, packing 
Casks do. 
Cans, Deiat &e.. 
Carttid ges, ball 


~ 


pm 


Number, &c. 
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| Articles. Number, &c. | Articles. Number, &c. 
Chains, claw, bullock - 80 Lids, boilerand pot’ . - . 25 
»  Graught -. - Machine, winnowing - 
- fathoms. | Marlinspikes - 
»» trace, bullock - ll Measures, bushel 
Clamps, wood - - » half bushel l 
Cloth, linen, Hessian - 98 yds. »  glassgraduate - l 
Cleavers, butchers’ - 2 Moulds, bullet _ - - 3 
Coats, watch Mandrils, smiths’ - 26 
Collars, draught horse Mallets, masons’- 6 
Cutters, c Oars, assorted . - 12 
Chairs - 95 Oil, linseed - 7% gallons. 
Casks, water - 26 Paints, assorted 40 Ths. 
Desks, writing and school - 22 Pall, funeral - 
Dishes, tin - Pans, frying - 6 
Drays, bullock - - 7 Pans, sauce, iron - 20 i 
: Engine, fire, with hose complete 1 Pestle and mortar - - l Wl 
Ensigns (flags) - 2 Phlemes set. 
Files, assorted - - 94 Picks, road 6 
Fullers, smiths’ - . - 6 Palms, sailmakers’ me 2 " 
Figures, sheet. - - Pistols, percussion - 
' ‘Flags, Marryatt’s - Plates, tin - - 100 
»» miscellaneous - 4 Ploughs - - 4 if 
Forks, dinner : - 8 Needles, quarry - - 2 if 
» dun - 4 Planes, trying - 
» —ipite - ll » plough - 1 
Funnels, tin - -  jointer 1 
Gambrels, butchers’ 17 » 8 
Gimblets - 10 » smoothing - 7 | 
Gouges, socket - = toothing 2 
former - - »  Citeular l 
Gunpowder - - 90 Ibs. » Sash, oval 
Hames, bullock and horse - 7 1 | 
Hammocks 13 Pumps, wood 2 
Hammers - > 8 | Planes, iron, quar - 24 : 
Hardies, nailers - 10 breasts - 
Horses - - - 3 | Pincers” ° 
Hoes, broad 10 Pans, water-closet - l if 
Handcuffs - - 4 pairs. Punchers, steel - - 7 
Hobbles - - - Pokers - - l 
Hooks, fishing - - 160 | Picks, clay and masons’ = - 9 | 
Irons, branding - - 8. Riddles, iron wire - 2 | 
»» flat smoothing - 4 Rakers, iron, assorted * 12 | | 
»» plough - Rulers, carpenters’ 2-foot - 8 | 
 tiresmiths’ - - 2 Rasp | 
»» plane, assorted - 15 Pots, iron, assorted - 25 | 
», soldering, tinmen’s - 3 Rasps, farrier’s  - 2 
grapnel 1 Rings for keys - 8 
» searing, farriers’ - 1 Rope, 34-inch - - 30 fathoms. 
” old scrap 1 ton. 99 white, inch ? 166 ” 
Jumper, quarry - - Resin 40 Ibs. 
Knives, shingle - - 2 Rulers, office - - 6 7 
- - 2 Stools - 2 
- - 2 Seats, verandah - 2 
acking - 4, Tables, common - - 40 
paring; smiths - Saddles, bullocks’ - - 8 if 
utchers’ - - q - 
» carving - - 2 » ‘viding i 
» Clasp Saws, crosscut - 4 
» ‘pen - - » hand 
table - 76 9». tenon - 
Keys, bed - - - l » keyhole 
Kegs, paint - - 8 », twining hand - 1 ‘| 
Ladders, assorted - » ditto, pit - 1 
Locks, pad, assorted - 62 »» hack l | 
Lathe, turning - - l Scales - - - 1 set. 4 
Lead pipe, old - - 6 » and weights for medicine 1,, ° 
Lamps, street - ~ 10 | Screw and nut for wood press | i 
99 age - 6 Sheaves, 4-inch -  § 3 
» hanging - - 2 Sieves, assorted - - 4 | 
$9 hand ll Signal book - - ] | 
Lanterns, bull’s-eye - l | Snuffers - - - 2 pairs, 
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Articles. Number, &c. Articles, - Number, &c. 
Spades - “= 80 Weights, brass assorted 
Stones, oil 8 Tools, nailors’ - 9 
» «ray § » bolt - - 
» - 1 Tubs, assorted - 
Screw-drivers - | Taps, brass - 2 
Swordsandscabbards - - 8 Tools, turning = - 
Shaves, spoke - Vice, smiths - ~- - 
Store, preserving - 1 Ventilators, copper oS 
Shears, tinman’s - Wrench, screw 
Screws, plates, and taps - 5 Wool press - 
Screens, lime - - Wardrobes 8 
Shovels, assorted- - - 15 Wasbhand stands - 
Spooms,quarry - - - 8 Cases, book - - - 8 
Sets, saw =s - - Crane iron on jetty - 
Telescopes - Forms, assorted - - 100 
Turpentine - - - glilons, | Mangle - 1 
Twine, sailmakers’ - - Presses - 
Watch tackle fall - - 2 | | 
Remarks, 


This estimate, from which a pee idea only can be formed, includes. both “service- 
able” and * unserviceable” articles, the latter not having been destroyed, it having been 
considered probable that the Pitcairn islanders might possibly, although in another shape, 
make them useful. | 


Asa general estimate, more than half of the articles in this list may be considered 


“unserviceable.” _ In addition to this list, there are many other articles most difficult to 


call to mind, unless specially brought under the notice of a person recently from the 
island, who from. his position had an opportunity of knowing what was left by each of the 
several departments, viz., Convict, Engineer, Medical, Barrack, and Commissariat. By 


far the _" proportion of these articles, ani all convict property, were in the 


charge of the foreman of Works, Royal Engineer Department, and no convict officer: 
possesses any knowledge or information with regard to them. 
Commissariat, Van Diemen’s Land, (Signed) Bisnor, 
Hobart Town, September 15, 1855. | Commissary General. 


Enclosure 6 in No. 10, 
List of Buildings at Norfolk Island. 

Government House is a‘ stone building consisting of eight rooms, I kitchen, 2 store- 
rooms, 1 loft, 1 pantry, 1 watercloset, 2 cellars, 21 pair of 15 light sashes, 14 framed 
doors, 4 ledged doors, 20 locks, 6 mantelpieces, 20 aed of box shutters, 20 pair of 
Venetian shutters, store fitted up with shelves, verandah 
with trellis work, a flight of stone steps in front ; the outbuildings consist of stone work, 
9 rooms including office, laundry, bakehouse, washhouse, well in yard, 3-stall stable, coach- 
house, harness and servants room, privy, boiler, 18 ledged doors, 7 pairs 12-light sashes, 
$ 6 light, 1 pigeon house, 2 yards all enclosed, 

Officers’ quarters :—12 cottages, 10 of them stone buildings, 1 weather-boarded on 
stone foundation, 1 weather-boarded, of from 4 ‘to 8 rooms each, with outbuildings of 
stone, usually 2 rooms” with small store-rooms in addition, left with sashes, Venetian 
shutters, doors, locks, verandah with trellis work and stone flagged, with flights of stone 
steps in front, and enclosed by walls 9 feet high, all complete. 

inferior persons’ quarters :—83 buildings, 27 stone, 6 weather-boarded on stone foundations, 


Jeft with sashes, Venetians, doors, locks, &c., complete number of rooms from 2 to 4 each, 


with kitchens. 
Windmill. 
Weather-boarded building, driving wheel, pinion wheel, dressing machine and gear 


main shaft, 4 fans, 1 ladder, 1 wheel, and stone foundation, pair of mill stones, feeding 
hopper, wood cart arid rollers for mill to traverse on. © 


Huts at the Windmiil. : 


Stone building, 3 rooms and kitchen, privy, pouch over door, ‘4 ledged doors, locks, 
sashes, &c, Ps: 


Water Mill and Miller’ Quarters.. 
Stone buildings, consisting of millhouse, grinding and dressing rooms, 1 wood axle, 
i water and 1 pit wheel, driving and pinion wheel, pair of millstones, dressing machine with 


‘ 


ront and 2 ends flagged, filled in 
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, 2 rooms for the miller and a weather-boarded kitchen, 2 sashes, doors, a machine 
hoisting grain, mill dam, and race with cistern over the waterwheel, 
Royal Engineer Buildings. 
Stone stable, 4 stalls paved with pebbles, racks, mangers, 4 louvre witiset pair of half 


Engineer office, stone building, 4 rooms, 2 privies, 1 yan 6 12-light sashes, 4 pairs of 
mas. B frame shutters, pulleys, lines, handweights ditto, stone porch doors, locks, stone 


— elpieces, yard, flagged, enclosed with stone wall, 7 feet high, stone coping on the 


Convict Store and Guard Room, 


Stone building, 2 stores, cellar, all fitted up with shelves, &c. for stores, guard bed, flight 
of stone steps, sashes, Venetians, doors, &c. complete. 


Crank Mill. 


Stone building, 2 stores and cellars, stores fitted up with shelves, mill fitted with gear, 
doors, and sashes. 


Reading Room. 
Stone building, sashes, mantelpiece, door, lock, shelved, &c. 


Police Office. 
Stone building, 5 ros sashes, doors, shutters, locks, privy, &c. 


Boat Sheds. 


Stone building, 2 compartments, holds 2 16-ton launches, and 2 or $ whale boats, 2 pairs i 


of ae ledged doors, 1 corner door, 


Boat Run, Pier, &c. 


tien pier running into the sea, with 2 flights of stone steps for landing, stone iltp for. 
launching boats, flagstaff, with stone work round the bottom. 


Prisoners’ Mess Room. 


Stone building, boarded floor fitted up with cupboard rails, pegs, &c, large privy, 5 street 
lamps, towel rol ers, verandah round yard, skylights in roof, 2 pairs of double gates, 


Bake House. 
Stone building, 8 ovens, 1 copper, doors, fireplaces, window openings, &e. 
| Cook House. 


Stone building fitted up with cooking apparatus, 4 coppers, —, sities doors, ven- 
tilator on roof, floor flagged. 
Carpenter’s Shop. 


‘ Stone building, shop kod 2 rooms, sashes, skylight, doors, ei shed for r, sawpit in 
the shop, for use in wet weather, and 3 outside the shop, __. is cele! 


Protestant Chapel and Vestry. 


Stone building fitted up with pews and seats, , Pulpit and reading desk, communion rail 
and table, gallery and vestry, 9 pairs of 18-light sashes, 3 skylights, 4 framed doors, locks, 
ventilators, 1 sash door, Commandments written over the communion table on the wall, stone 
font. 


Superintendent's Office, Court House, and Room over. 


Stone building, sashes, 12 window openings filled in with iron bars, court house, boxer, | 


and dock, doors, floor partly boarded, partly stone. 


Catholic Chapel and Sacristy. 


Stone buildings, ws and seats, altar and altar railings, altar window, pulpit, stone font 
8 pairs 12-light sas es, doors, skylight, locks, ventilators, &c., painting on walls, &c. 


Mess Room and Cook House over. 
Stone building, flight of stone steps, sashes, doors, shutters, 1 copper, 1 fireplace. 
Prisoners’ Barracks. 


Stone building, consisting of centre and two wings, , cupola on centre of centre, with letters 
of the cardinal points of wind over it (N. E. S. W.), 12 wards, 117 pair of 12-light sashes 
filled with iron bars, lower floor of z gr yrsn! fitted up with separate treatment boxes, 


9 flights of stone stairs, 16 framed doors, 16 gaol bolts, 14 street larape, ventilating pipe in 
each ward, | bell, 1 privy. 


Police Hut, Guard Room, and Gateway. 
Stone building, 5 rooms, sashes, doors, &e. This concludes an account of one mass of 
buildings with large open yards, commencing from the Protestant chapel, the whole enclosed 


C4 


by a stone wall 13 feet high. 
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sleeping berths. 
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Stone building, 10 rooms, privy, store, 28 window openings, sashes, doors, &c.; 1 copper, 


surgery fitted up with shelves, draws, press, &c. _ 


Stone building, 3 smiths’ forges, 1 nailer’s, 1 wheelwright’s shop, painter’s shop, sashes, 


doors, outside gates, &c., enclosed by a 10-foot stone wall. 


nia building, chimney 60 feet high, 2 coppers, 1 pan, 1 pump, windows, doors, venti- 
ator, &c. 
Dairy Hut, Pig and Cow Yards. 
Stone building, 4 rooms, yard-leant roof for the purpose of milking under, dairy fitted 
up, &c., well outside. | 8 
| Police Huts. 
Three stone building, doors and sashes complete, wood partitions, making 4 separate 


~ 


Gaol. 


Stone work, 5 separate buildings, 10 yards, 82 cells, 9 wardmen’s rooms, 2 hospital rooms, 
with gates, door, sashes, iron bars, &c. complete; also 40 cells, 4 rooms, 1 yuard room, the 
whole enclosed with a 10-foot stone wall. | 

Separate Treatment Cells.—12 cells, 12 yards, dark cells, doors, &c. complete. 

Gaoler’s Quarters.—Stone building, 8 rooms, privy, sashes, windows, Venetian shutters, &c. 


Military Barracks, Old and New. 


Two go ranges of building, each surrounded with walls ]4 feet high; the fittings 
are complete, water laid on at the new barracks. There is ample accommodation for 250 
soldiers. Officers’ quarters consist of 4 separate buildings within the barrack walls, Two 


powder magazines, &c. &c. 
Commissariat Magazines. 


Stone building, 1 cellar, 8 stores or lofts, 34 pairs 12-light sashes, 14 lower boarded 
windows, all window openings fitted with iron bars; doors, sashes, locks, &c. complete; a 
large flight of stone steps in front, wall round the yard 14 feet high, with 7 stone sheds 
inside. ‘Twelve grain siloes excavated in a hill at the back of the magazines. 

At Longridge, one mile from the settlement, there are one stone and five weather-boarded 
houses of from four to seven rooms each; the sashes, doors, and fittings were complete in Ma 
last. The prisoner’s barracks are three large weather-boarded buildings on stone found- 
ations; one’of these buildings is in good order, the others somewhat unsafe. The fittings for 
slinging the hammocks of 300 or 400 men are still complete. ‘The farm buildings at Long- 


2 stone barns, 

1 12-stall stone stable, complete, 

2 store rooms, fitted up, 

1 tool house, 

1 bakehouse, with oven complete, 

1 cook house, with cooking apparatus, sa 

1 weather-boarded fowl! house, 

1 stone gaol, 12 cells, 
| 1 well, 

At the Cascades, three miles from the settlement, there are a number of weather-boarded 
cottages, but they are in a very dilapidated condition, and much decayed. At the same 
station there is— 
1 stone gaol, 3 cells, and kitchen, 

1. stone cook and bake-house, 
1 weather-boarded 4-stall stable, 
2 wells. 

At the landing place at Cascades there is a stone store, 2 rooms, guard room decayed ; and 
at the jetty there is one sttong crane secured to the rock, and used for hoisting goods out of 


Commissariat, Van Diemen’s Land, Hobart Town, 
September 15, 1855. 


(Signed) Bisuop, 
Commissary General. 
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No. 11. No. 11, 
Copy of a DESPATCH from the Right Honotirable Henry Lasoucnere to : 
(No. 10.) Governor Sir Denison. 
Sik, 


Street, January 21, 1856. 
__ Lave received your Despatch,* No. 185, of the $rd of September last, upon —« Page 15, 
| the subject of the intended transfer of the inhabitants of Pitcairn’s Island to | 
Norfolk Island. 
‘I have come to the conclusion that after the removalof the last of the 
convicts, it will be desirable that Norfolk Island should be placed under your 
government as Governor of New South Wales, but not annexed to the latter 
colony as part of it; and I shall take the first opportunity of forwarding to 
you an Order of Her Majesty in Council for effecting that object, under the 
powers created by the Act 18 & 19 Vict, c. 56. s. 5. he | 
I entirely spereve of your resolution to furnish the Pitcairn’s settlers with 
provisions for their maintenance, until they shall have had time to grow their : 
own food upon Norfolk Island. a 
It will also be proper, as you have suggested, to refuse to sell or grant lands 
in this small island to any other than the race by which it is now about to be 
inhabited, and to hold out as little encouragement as possible to the domestica- 
tion there of any other races until the present experiment be fully tried. 
I leave it to you to determine whether any public -officer must be sent 
amongst them, and if so, with what powers and in what capacity, for the 
superintendence of their affairs. At the moment of arrival it: certainly may 
be expected to be indispensable that some one should be present with authority . 
| to regulate the distribution of land and of the other property on the island, to | | 
guard against or settle disputes, and to give an answer to the numerous | 
' uestions which cannot but arise in first occupying an entirely new territory. 
t would seem expedient that lots of not more hea moderate dimensions should 
be assigned at first to the different families, so as to avoid too rapid an appro- 
| _priation of the limited surface of this small island, and to keep a reserve for the 
t - further increase of the race. On this and other questions connected with 
| the first reception and settlement of the new comers, you are in the best 
position to lay down general rules for the guidance of any officer by whom the 
operation is to be superintended. 

The course to be afterwards pursued in this respect I also leave, as I have 
above said, to your discretion ; but after these earliest arrangements are made 
it will be satisfactory to me if I shall learn that you have found it safe. and 
expedient to leave this people to the sole management of their own affairs, as 

has hitherto been the case in Pitcairn’s Island; sending, however, occasionally” 
some trustworthy hp among them to report upon their condition. 

In conclusion, | will merely say that, from the interest which you are certain 
to take in their welfare, and which, indeed, you have already manifested in the 
present measure, I feel that it must be unnecessary for me to recommend a 
population whose past history and conduct have so greatly excited the 
sympathy of the people of this country to your especial care an ee 

_I have sent copy of this Despatch to Sir H. Young, desiring him, if there 
should be any accidental delay in the arrival of the Order in Council, so that 
his legal power over the island could not be formally put an end to before the 

_ arrival oft the Pitcairn es to act in co-operation with yourself, and to ratify 


any steps which you may have taken. 


(Signed) H. LABOUCHERE. 


No. 12. No. 12 
Cory of a DESPATCH from the Right Honourable Henry Lasoucuere to 

(No. 11.) Governor Sir H. E. IF. Youne. 
Six, Downing Street, January 21, 1836. 


I transmit to, you for your information copy of a Despatch which I oo a eee 
have addressed to Sir W. Denison on the subject of the removal of the | 
Pitcairn’s islanders to Norfolk Island, and have to direct you to guide yourself - 
by the instructions contained in the last paragraph. aie | 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. LABOUCHERE. 
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No, 13. 


Sept. 23, 1855. 


No, 41. 


Encl, in No. 13, 


Sept. 19, 1855. 
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Copy. of a LETTER from Tuomas Paty, Esq.,; to Herman Merivace, Esq. 
Sir, “Admiralty, January 16, 1856. 
 Wrrn referefce to your letter of, the 24th April last, requesting that a 
vessel-of-war might be despatched to Pitcairn’s Island.with the view of ascer- 
taining whether its inhabitants were willing to be removed to Norfolk Island, I 


am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit to 


you, for the information of Mr. Secretary Labouchere, copies of a letter and its 
enclosures from — Fremantle of the “ Juno,” containing information as to 
the present state of the Islanders, and stating that the majority were willing to 


_be removed to Norfolk Island. 


| Ihave, &c. 
Herman Merivale, Esq. . (Signed) THOS. PHINN. 


‘Enclosure in No, 18, 


HLM.S. “Juno” at Sea, 
(No. 41.) Lat. 24° 51’ S., Long. 188° 28’ W. 
Sir, : Sept. 23, 1855. 
Your letter of the 25th April 1855, directing me to send a vessel to Pitcairn’s 
Island to ascertain whether the inhabitants were willing to remove to Norfolk Island, reached 
me at Sydney when I was on the point of sailing for the Friendly and Navigator's Islands, 
at the eastern limit of the Australian station; I determined, therefore, to execute their 
Lordships’ command by proceeding at once to Pitcairn in the “Juno;” and having left 
Sydney on the 6th ultimo, I arrived off that island on the 18th instant (17th according to 


Pitcairn, date). 


2. As we approached Bounty Bay a whale boat, containing the magistrate, G. M. Frederic 
Young, and several others of the natives, came alongside; and having assured us that landin 
pe Lp onegaaaae shortly afterwards accompanied them on shore with half the officers of 

e ** Juno.” | 

8. The cordial reception which is accorded to officers of men-of-war by the ingenuous, 
warm-hearted, and loyal inhabitants of this island need not be repeated to their Lordships. 
The visit of one of H.M. ships is:always a short season of gaiety and innocent excitement ; 
labour is suspended, and all occupy themselves in the service and entertainment of their 
welcome visitors. 

4, After, having been heartily greeted by the whole population, we proceeded to the church 
and school-house, the spot usually chosen for assembling the community upon public matters. 
Here we turned in, and I explained to them the object of my mission. e Rev. Mr. 
Nobbs also read out a brief description of Norfolk Island, which had been drawn up and 
furnished to mé by his Excellency the Governor-General of New South Wales. be. 
*. §&. The generous proposal of Her Majesty’s Government was not altogether unexpected ; 
rumours of such intention had already reached Pitcairn’s; and although the mind of the 

ple generally was made up, they asked for'a day or two for inquiry and consultation 
fore finally deciding upon so grave a question, and one so closely affecting their future 
destiny. 


6, The nate. evening 4 general meeting of the community was held, and a very large 


majority at once closed with the offer which had been made to them. Some there were, 
however, whose attachment to Pitcairn’s was apparently too strong to reconcile them to the 
thoughts of abandoning it. Amongst these was George Adams, the son of old John Adams 
of the “ Bounty.” - All ‘felt the necessity of some change, for another subdivision of land 
would reduce the portions to mére insignificant patches scarcely worth cultivating. All felt 
most grateful for the. solicitude and liberality manifested in their behalf by Her Majesty’s 
Government, but the anticipated removal was a melancholy subject for deliberation. The 
addresses Were very abrupt, and in some instances confined to the monosyllabie “ go,” - The 
discussion, however, ended .by 153 out of a population of 187 declaring for Norfolk Island. 
The rest, I will not say determined to live on Pitcairn’s, but they would, not then acquiesce 
in the voice of the majority. ‘The lamentable result of the migration to Tahiti in 1881, still 
fresh in the recollection of the older and more influential part of the community, no doubt 
prompted misgivings.as to the present scheme; although they seemed greatly reanimated by 
the assuting prospects held out;by Sir William Denison’s summary, and the accounts of 
Norfolk Island given by the officers of the Juno,” Se 

_ % The final issue of the meeting was’ conveyed to me in writing, signed by the magistrate 


and chaplain of the island. I forward the original documents to their Lordships (Enclosure — 


No.'1.); it contains some little interest from having been written by John Adams, a grandson 


of theold man, . Their Lordships will observe that the Islanders express a hope that they may 


be allowed to live on Norfolk Island in the same seclusion from the rest of the world as they 
have hitherto done at. Pitcairn; and it is impossible for anybody who has once been an eye- 
witness of the exemplary conduct and the pious, single-minded character of these innocent 
people, not to urge a compliance with a request so natural and so reasonable. There was 
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much anxiety to know what succour or protection those that remained might expect here- 
after, a point on which’ I was unable to afford positive information. George Adams in — 
ticular pressed hard that, when the ship, was sent,to.convey them away, the position of those 
who were left, with respect to the British Government, might be explained to them. It-was 
also suggested that the time of their removal should not take place during the. winter 
months, that is, between March and July; and I think I could detect a general wish 
that the dissolution might be postponed till after rather than precede that season of next 


- 8. Subsequently to the meeting I held some coriversation with George Adams and the 
others who were disposed to cling to Pitcairn; and being asked for advice, I endeavoured, 
without using any undue persuasion, to show that it would be better that no separation 


should take place. The few that. remained would probably find themselves very. much 


isolated, without grown-up men sufficient to work their plantations or to. man their boat, and 
without the means of controlling the crews of whalers, which now frequently call off the 
island for water, and to barter clothing and other necessaries for fruit and vegetables, or 

revent their settling there ; much of the interest felt towards them would be transferred to 
Norfolk Island, whither the main body would be gone; and it is to be feared that without 
clergyman or teacher the rising generation might not imitate or retain those pious and moral 
principles which are now universal. There is great reason to expect that when the time 
comes not one will adhere to the resolution of stopping behind. So affectionate, so attached 


are they to each other, and the ties of relationship necessarily so interwoven, that the moment 


of parting will in all probability stifle all other considerations. ESO, 

9. The condition of the Island and of its inhahitants has in no respect been changed since 
it was visited by Admiral Moresby in 1852 and 1853. So much has been written and 
published about them that it would be superfluous to recapitulate the peculiar characteristics 
which have excited so much interest in England, and gained for them the affectionate sym- 
pathy of all their fellow Christians. I ean only add my corroboration to their still remainin 
the same cheerful, docile, and unsophisticated: community as they have been so often repre- 
sented, The enthusiasm displayed by the officers, and especially by the ship’s company, for 


their welfare was quite uncontrollable; they were ready to part with anything, = 


to supply. or gratify them, and equally anxious to carry away some object or token in 
remembrance of the island—-even to the stones on the beach; but the girls perceiving this, 


ran and collected a quantity of tapa sufficient for every man in the ship to receive a suitable 
memorial. 


10; ‘The yam harvest having recently. been gathered in, there was no deficiency of the 


ordinary means of subsistence ; but their stock of animal food is very limited, and fish haye 
become of late years exceedingly scarce. A liberal contribution of salt meat was furnished 
by the-men and officers from their messes; and. in addition, I authorized the paymaster to 
supply them with four casks of beef on the part of the Government, likewise a small quantity 
of soap, of which they were almost destitute, The poor people Ks ee their gratitude 
with frank simplicity ; they especially prize any favour or attention which has its source from 
the Crown or Government of Sodead and they evince the greatest anxiety, and esteem it 
their highest privilege, to be recognized as subjects of Her most Gracious Majesty. a 

11. The population consists of 187 persons. The sexes are evenly divided; one half, 
being above the age of 15, may be considered adult ; the rest are children and infants. Two 
men and six women are all that remain of the old generation; that is, the immediate 


descendants of the “ Bounty” people. Lenclose (No. 2.) an entire list of the islanders, with — 
_ their names, ages, and other particulars, which may not be devoid of interest to those who 


are familiar with the singular origin and history of this primitive colony. 
12. The last man-of-war that touched at Pitcairn was the ‘‘ Amphitrite,” in February last. 


- An American whaler, the ‘* Matthew Ince,” Mr, Coon, master, was off the island, in daily 


communication with the shore. ‘The “ Juno” remained on and off the island till the 21st, 
when I took my departure for Tahiti, to complete water. . mS 
Ralph Osborne, Esq:, (Signed) J. S. Fremantiz, 
Admiralty. Captain. 


No. 14, 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor General Sir Wiix1a 
Right Hon. Sir Grorce Grey, Bart. 
. (No. 87.) ee _ Government House, Sydney, February 27, 1856: 

In my Despatch,* No. 135, dated Srd September 1855, addressed: to 
Lord. John Russell, 1 mentioned that I had. been in communication with Capt. 
Fremantle, the senior naval officer on this station, on the subject: of ‘the 


m Denison to the 


removal of the Pitcairn islanders to. Island, and that that officer had 


No. 14. 


* Page 15. 
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CORRESPONDENCE respecting REMOVAL OF INHABITANTS 


proceeded himself, in the.“ Juno,” to: Pitcairn’s. Island, for the purpose of pro- 
coring such information as would enable me to carry into effect the instructions 
contaned in your Despatch," marked’ Separate,” and dated 15th April 1855. 

2. I now proceed to explain in detail the nature of the arrangements which I 
have’ made, and the expense which I have considered myself justified in 
authorizing, for the completion of this transfer. | 
~ $. Capt. Fremantle returned to Sydney on the 27th December, and I learned 
from him that there was a division of opinion among the. inhabitants of Pitcairn’s 
Island as to the propriety of accepting the offer of the Government to transfer 
them to Norfolk Island, but that a large majority were in favour of the removal, 
and that in his opinion the then dissentients, when they saw that their friends 
were about to leave them, would not like to be left behind, so that the whole 
population would move together. Some wish was expressed by the islanders 
that their removal should be delayed till the winter ; but as the Government is 
at some expense in maintaining an establishment at Norfolk Island for the sole 
purpose of keeping the buildings, &c. in a state to receive the new population, 
and as the buildings, gardens, &c., deteriorate rapidly in such a climate, I did 
not consider myself justified in entertaining such a proposition; and Capt. 
Fremantle entirely concurred with me in opinion that it would be better for all 
parties that no dele should take place. | 

4. Tenders were accordingly called for by the officer in charge of the Com- 
missariat Department for the supply of a vessel of tonnage sufficient for the 
removal of all the inhabitants and their baggage from Pitcairn to Norfolk Island ; 


and as the men now on the latter island had only rations of flour.and tea up to 


the end of March, the terms of the engagement were that the vessel should first 
call at Norfolk Island and land provisions for the present settlers, then proceed 
to. Pitcairn Island and embark the natives, with such stores as they might wish 
to take with them; then proceed to Norfolk Island and disembark these 
passengers; then taking on board the Commissariat officer in charge, and all his 
men and stores, should proceed to Hobart Town and land them there. Two 
vessels were offered for charter; but, under the advice of Capt. Fremantle, the 


tender for the “ Morayshire” was accepted, though the cost was a little in 


excess of that of the other vessel, the “* Morayshire” being a better vessel, with 
more complete fittings, and a most respectable captain. The charge for the 
vessel, including the maintenance of the passengers at 1s. each per diem, will 
be 4,478/. 19s. 6d., while that of the stores hereafter alluded to will be 
638i. Os. Od. 

'§. In my Despatch, No. 135, I mentioned that some provision would have to 
be made’ for the maintenance of the new inhabitants of Norfolk Island, until 
fhey could gather their first crops; and accordingly I decided to send down 
certain articles of provisions, a list of which is enclosed. ‘The maize was partly 
for seed and partly for food. Biscuit was furnished instead of flour, as the latter 
will not*keep in that climate more than three months. I sent down but a small 
allowance of tea, sugar, and other luxuries, as they may be called, as my wish 


was that the inhabitants should learn to depend upon their own industry for — 


such supplies. Upon the recommendation of Captain Fremantle, I directed 
that a certain number of shoes should be purchased for the women and children. 
Gunpowder and shot I sent down in small quantities ; this will be required, for 
many of the cattle have run wild and will have to be shot, as will also be the 
case with the pigs. | 

6. In my Despatch above mentioned, I suggested that some authority should 
be established in Norfolk Island, who might regulate the allotment: of land to 


‘the families, &c.; but upon further conversation with Captain T'remantle, I 


ascertained that the islanders themselves have placed a magistrate in authority, 
and are disposed to submit to his decisions. The effect, therefore, of placing 
any person on the island vested with pees emanating either from Her 
Majesty, or from the Governor of any o 

generate parties, and: lead toa disruption of the ties which at present seem to 
unite the whole community as one family. I beg, therefore, to withdraw my 
_)'7. Asy however, the islanders would et require some assistance on first 
landing:at Norfolk Island, Irequested Captain Fremantle to nominate an officer 
in whom he could thoroughly confide, to act as agent on board the “ Moray- 
shire,” ‘which officer; when. the vessel has landed her passengers at Norfolk 


the adjacent Colonies, would be to — 
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Island, will remain onthe island until removed by Captain Fremantle, and will: _* 


carry out the instructions given to him by me (a copy of which is enclosed). 

8. These instructions relate, first, to the conduct of the officer while on board 
the vessel, and to this portion of them it is not necessary that I should draw 
your attention, further hae to remark that I have enforced upon Mr. Gregorie 
the strictest attention to the separation of the new comers from the convicts now 
on the island. In paragraph 7, and in those.that follow, [have given general 
instructions for the guidance of Mr. Gregorie in settling the new comers upon 
the land. You will see that I have directed him to make but few reserves for 
public purposes, and with these exceptions to divide the whole island between 
the new comers ; and my object in so doing was to.check any attempt which 
might be made on the part of the inhabitants of the Australian Colonies to 
establish themselves on the island. | 

9. I propose to send down a surveyor or two to assist Mr. Gregorie in this 
part of his duty, and I shall probably be then able to give him some more 
precise instructions as to the mode in whiclr he should act, as I may be able to 
get from. Van Diemen’s Land a plan of the island. 3 

10. I have, however, as you will observe in these instructions, warned Mr. Gre- 
gorie not to assume any authority over the islanders; but to act in concert with 
the magistrate or local authority, and principally as an adviser. 

11. In taking upon myself to give directions for the distribution of the land 
among the islanders, I am aware that I have, to a certain extent, overstep 
the precise limits of my authority ; for, as Norfolk Island is attached to the 
Government of Van Diemen’s Land, it would of course rest with the Governor 
and Legislature of that Colony to make such rules for the disposal of the land as 
might seem best to them. As, however, all the arrangements for the transfer of 
the island to its new inhabitants have been intrusted to me by Her Majesty’s 


Government, I have not hesitated to’ take the responsibility upon myself, as I 


conceived it absolutely essential to the success of the experiment which is 
about to be made that the land-should be transferred to the new comers in such 


a manner as to give them a right to deal with it as their own, and that some © 


record should exist in the shape of plans or written documents, to which the 
might hereafter appeal, should any questions arise among them as to the boun- 
daries of property. | 

12. In a former Despatch from Van Diemen’s Land, in December 1854, I 
suggested that the island should be retransferred to New South Wales. I wish 
now to modify this recommendation, and to suggest that Norfolk Island should 
not form part of any of the adjacent Colonies, but should be kept altogether 
distinct from and independent of them. ‘The effect of making it a part of any 


of these Colonies would be to confer upon the legislatures the right of dealing . 


with the people and the land according to their will and pleasure; and thus an 
opportunity would be afforded for interfering with the experiment which is now 
2 to be made. Such interference could not be useful, and would, probably, 
be injurious. I would, therefore, press most earnestly upon your notice the 
propriety of withdrawing the island from the jurisdiction of the adjoining 

13. The Governor General of the Australian Colonies might nave a nominal 
jurisdiction, in order that the people should have somebody to whom the 
might make their wants known, and through whom they may correspond wi 
Her Majesty’s Government upon the subject of the changes in the form of 
government which will in course of time become necessary, or upon such matters 
as they may not be able to arrange among themselves. 

14. I forward herewith a copy of a letter which I addressed to the inhabitants 
of Pitcairn’s Island by the hands of Mr. Gregorie. I have taken a great interest 
in all the arrangements for the transfer of those people to Norfolk Island; and 


I should very much wish to be allowed to pay a visit to that island, for the — 


purpose of seeing how the experiment succeeds. 
15. Should I be enabled to pay this visit to Norfolk Island, I shall be in a 
sition to form a better idea of the effect produced by a change of residence 
bedi a small and sterile island to one comparatively large and of exceeding 
fertility, upon a community so peculiarly constituted. I shall ascertain what 
the wants and wishes of the people are, and such advice as I may give, or such 
instructions as I may be authorized to convey to them, will, from my position, 


weight with them which be expected to attach td'those which 
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_ewele” they receive from casual visitors. My instructions, as Governor of New South 
Wales; do not permit me-.to' leave the Colony without previous permission from 
Her Majesty. I now: to ‘apply for for the purpose above 
alluded to, 
The: Right Hon. Sir Grey, Barts (Signed) W. DENISON. 


Encl. 1 in No. 14. 
l in No, 


Sratemen? of the Cost and Vatvue of the under-mentioned ARTICLES for the use 
of the PITCAIRN. ISLANDERS on their first arrival at Norrorx IsLAND. 


Biscuit - - 14,000 pounds. $6s. 6d. per 100 Ibs, 255 10 0 | 
$3,360 do. {119s. Se. tierce, 886 Ib, 59.15 0 
Sugar - - 2,843 do. r 100 Ibs. 41 9 2 
Tea - - 504 do. per Ib. 42 0 
Soap. - 1,000 do. per 100 Ibs. 20 0 0 
Candles - - $36. do. 10d. per 14° 0 
Maize - 600 bushels. 4s." 3d. per bushel. 127 10 
Women’s 84 pairs. - 78, per pair. 29 8 0 
Shoes { Gis - >| 60 do. 4s. Gd, do. 13 10 
Children’s 60 do. 2s. 6d. do. 710 0 
Shot - - 224 pounds. 42s. per cwt. 4 4 
Cartridges, small arms, blank 10,240 858. per 1,000. 17 18 
Barrels for ditto. | - 5 half, 1 quarter. - - - 019 2 
pig  Sewt. Ogr. 24lb, 14/, per ton. 
| £638 0 9 
Amounting to Six hundred and thirty-eight pounds and ninepence. 
Sydney, March 1, 1856. (Signed) .Joun W. Price. 


D.A.C.G. 


Srarement of the probable EXPENDITURE to. be defrayed from the Commissariat Cust 


_at Sypyney, New Sourn Wa ss, for the Removau of the from PITCAIRN's 
_Istanp to Isianp. 


£ sa, 
Cost of advertising for tenders Jar a ship to perform the above service, in the | 
Sydney “Morning Herald” — g 7 6 
Ditto . + ditto ditto” Empire " 300 
Charter of the ship “ Morayshire ” ; - - - - | 4,200: 0 0 
Cost of drafting and engrossing charter eines. - 15 0.0 
Cost of whilst on board ship, wy 184 Sor 28 days, at ls, each 
per diem 257 12 O 
Cost ‘of stores, shipped per “ ‘ Morayshire,” be landed at Norfolk Island for 
use on as per statement 638 0 9 
~~~. Amounting to. Five thousand one hundred and seventeen pounds and threepence. ‘ 
Com missariat, Sydney, March 1,1856. (Signed)  Joun W. Price. 
Encl. 2.in No. 14, Enclosure in No. | 
Sir, * Government Honse, F 1856. 
EXPRESSED to’ Ca ain my wish that he would appoint an officer to 
superintend the removal of the inhabitants of Pitcairn’s Island to Norfolk Island, and I have : 


received from him an ‘intimation that he has you to nndertake that service.’ He has 
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also informed me, that directions have. been given to you to conform, to| such orders, and in- 
tructions as you may receive from me, | gil 

2. In this letter you will receive such general instructions as I am in’a position to give; 
but from the manner in which Captain Fremantle has spoken to me.of.you, I feel that I can 
place perfect confidence in your zeal and intelligence, and I believe that you will exert your- 
self to carry into effect the very peculiar duties which will. devolve upon you, in accordance 
with the spirit of the instructions which you may receiye,—instruetions which of course 


cannot be very precise or definite, bat in which much must be left to your judgment and — 


discretion. 
8. First then, with regard to the removal of the inhabitants from Piteairn’s Island, 1 am 
informed that some of the families are disinclined to remove, and. it is probable reference will 


be made to you as to the wish of the Government with relation:to this. -. Should this be so, — 


it would be as well that you should use your influence to induce the whole community to 
move together. But as the Government has nothing in view but the promotion .of the 
happiness and welfare of the people themselves, you must not consider yourself at liberty to 
do more than advise the people to act in a manner, which, it is believed, will accord best with 
their own interests and future well being. | | } 
4. Those who embark should be warned to take with them all their stores of yams, &c.; 
for although provision has been. made by the Government for their subsistence in Norfolk 
Island, yet it will be wise to guard against the possible risk which may occur to render this 
provision insufficient. They should also bring with them clothes, bedding, &c. ; in: fact, they 
should leave behind nothing which may be useful to them hereafter. : | 


5, Youwill, of course, pay special attention to maintain the strictest separation between the 


crew of the vessel and the.female passengers, on their way from one island to the other, and 
after their landing on Norfolk Island, bearing in mind that the simplicity of the islanders — 


lays them peculiarly open to receive impressions from others. % 

6. On your arrival at Norfolk Island, you will make such arrangements for landing the 
islanders and their goods as will altogether prevent any intercourse between them ind the 
convicts now on the island, The detail of these arrangements must be left to yourself, as 
they will of course vary according to the side of the island upon which the debarkation and 
embarkation will. be made; but you will understand that the greatest stress is laid upon the 
complete separation of the new comers from the old occupants of the island, none of whom 
should be called in to assist in’ landing either passengers or stores, unless some absolute 


necessity should exist for so doing, in which case the rule respecting non-intercourse must 


be most absolute, and you may enforce it by any means in your power. 

7. When the Pitcairn islanders are landed, you will arrange, in concert with the magis- 
trate or whoever may be in authority amongst them, for their accommodation in the houses 
and buildings which are now standing. ‘The officer" 
will probably be able to give you a good .deal of assistance and information, which will 
facilitate these arrangements; and when this is settled, you will prrene to divide among the 
different families the land, which having been already cleared. wil 
into cultivation than the bush land, and you will impress upon each and all the absolute 
necessity of proceeding to clear and cultivate it without delay. Maize has been sent down 
for seed, and sweet potatoes will be found on the island itself. os 

8. You will mark off a portion of the cleared land as a reserve for church and school 
purposes, that is, as a glebe for the clergyman which will be sufficient for his support; for 
that of a schoolmaster, say 150 or 200 acres. : 

9, You will also mark off asa reserve for public purposes a portion of land along the 
margin of the sea at both landing places, and it would probably be as well that the land now 
oecupied by the gaol and some other of the pabis buildings should be included in this 

ublic reserve, unless they are absolutely required for private occupation. 

10. Of the uncleared land a portion, aay 500 acres, more or less, may be reserved for pub- 


according to some scale of distribution agreed upon between yourself and the magistrate, 
the object being to check as much as possible any attempt on the part of the inhabitants of 
the adjoining Colonies to settle on Norfolk Island. Sa Gs Ce 

11. No detailed instructions can be given for your guidance in the performance of this 
of your duty. I will, however, if possible, send down by the Herald, a plan of the island, and 
at allevents I will despatch by that vessel a sapper surveyor or two, who will be placed under 
your orders, and will assist you in the mechanical part of the work of allotting the land to 
different families. 

12. I need perdy say that in all you do with reference to this distribution, you should 
be most scrupulously careful to consult the wishes of the new comers, and that you should 
act in concert with the magistrate on every occasion. ° : 

13. You will be specially careful to avoid mixing yourself up with any party movements 
among the islanders, of which I regret to hear there are some traces, originating, I believe, 
in some differences of opinion as to the position held by Mr. Nobbs. As regards your own 
conduct with relation to Mr. Nobbs, I have to’instruct you to pay him such respect as the 
ponte which island to bold woul entitle him to receive; 

ut you will not listen to any claim on his part to be recognized as having authority beyon; 


f the Commissariat now on the island 


probably be easier brought . 


, be handed over to the different heads of families 
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“In Pitcairn’s Island hard 
19. You will be good enough to keep a full record of your proceedings with relation to all ' 
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~-14.'¥You will not hand: over to him the land reserved for church and school purposes, 
which will be left at the disposal of the community, but will place him in possession of the 
allotment to which he will be entitled as head of a family. | 

15. ‘As the islanders probably know nothing of the cultivation of maize, sweet potato, &c., 
which will form the'staple of their consumption hereafter, it will be advisable that you should 
obtain from the commissariat officer in charge every information as to the proper seasons for 
planting or putting in those crops, the mode of cultivation, the season of gathering, and the 
mode of stowing them away. In fact, you should endeavour to collect, for the use of the 
islanders, all the information with reference to the natural productions of the island, and 


_ those which have been introduced, either as articles of food or of luxury, which may have been 


gained during its previous occupation, so that the new comers may not have to commence a 
fresh series of experiments, but may have the benefit of the experience of their predecessors. 
16. With regard to the provisions which have been sent down now for the islanders, as well 
as to the tools and stores of different kinds which will be left for their use, it will be necessary 
that you should act in concert with the officer of the commissariat, and see that these are 
handed over to the magistrate, and that a proper receipt is given by him to the commissariat 
officer, as a release to the latter. . 
~~ 1%. With regard to the distribution of these stores and tools among the islanders, you will 


interfere as little as possible, except when your advice is asked for—it being desirable that 


the islanders should leatn as soon as possible to think and act for themselves under the novel 

circumstances of their position. ‘ 
18, In conclusion, 1 must press upon you the necessity of acting rather as the adviser of 
these people than as one placed in authority over them. The influence which you will be 
able to‘exercise will of course be very great, and I have every confidence that you will exert 
that influence in promoting harmony amongst a set of people who are about to be placed in a 
ition which may very possibly tend to stimulate those evil passions to which their residence 

ly afforded scope or opportunity of development. 


the matters noticed in these instructions, and to make a full report to me, on your return, 
of the mode in which you have carried out the duty intrusted to you, in order that I may 


forward it for the information of the Secretary of State; and you will accompany this report — 
‘with any suggestions which you may think calculated to facilitate the working of the experiment 


about to be made, or which may tend to the happiness and prosperity of the very interesting 
people who ate the subject of that experiment. : : 
| (Signed) W. Denison. 


To Acting Lieut. G. W. Gregorie, R.Ny: | 
“a Agent on board the’ship “ Morayshire.” 


Enclosure 8 in No, 14. 


My Dear FRrienps, Ne Government House, Syduey, February 16, 1856. 
I HAVE sent you a fine vessel to take you to Norfolk Island. It will be large enough 
to make you all very comfortable. | 
Capt. Freandisle has informed me that upwards of 150 of your number had made up their 
minds to accept the offer of the Government, and to remove to Norfolk Island. I trust that 
the rest will make up their minds to accompany their brethren, for it will be very sad, both 
for those who go and for those who remain, should a community which has beén so united 


and so happy in that union, now be broken up. I think also that the Queen’s Government 


will be better pleased were you all to remove to your new home together. 


I have sent in the ship a naval officer, one already known to you, Mr. Gregorie, of the: 


* Juno,” and have directed him to give you every assistancé in his power, not only on leaving 
— present home, but in settling yourselves in that new home, which I hope will be as 
pPy a residence, and a more prosperous one, than that which you are about to leave. You 
will find in your new home much that will be altogether new to you, much of which at present 
you know not the use; but Mr. Gregorie, during the short time which he will remain among 
you, will give you every information in his power; and you will have, I daresay, frequent 
nnn of communicating with me. 1 trust you will look upon me as your friend, and 
will let me know your wants and wishes, which I shall always be glad to meet and to supply 
as far as will be in my power. | | 
_. D have sent to Norfolk Island a supply of provisions, which I expect will be sufficient for 
at least five months, By that time, should you cultivate the soil industriously, you will have 
sufficient to maintain yourselves. Sweet potatoes grow very well in Norfolk Island, as does 
maize, of which I have sent you abundance of seed. 1 would, however, advise you to 
bring your whole store of yams, and of any other vegetables, so that you may be quite 
certain of having enough, not only for your consumption, but for seed. , 
~~ Thave told you, in the early part of thjs letter, that I think you would be happier and 
more comfortable were you all to remove from Pitcairn’s Island; and one of my reasons for 
saying this‘ is, that I do not think it probable that the Government will continue to send 
a Man-of-war to that island so frequently as they have done. Should any of you persist in 
remaining at your present home, yon must do so in the face of a warning that sucha step 
would isolate them more completely from the rest of the world and from their friends than 
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they now ate, and that the means of making their wants known to the Government will not 
be presented to them. 

Both Lady Denison and myself feel the greatest interest in your welfare, and in all that 
concerns you; and it will be our study to afford you every assistance in our power. And 
we trust that you will long maintain that happy simplicity, and that true Christian character, 


which has gained for you the regard and esteem of your fellow-countrymen all over the 
world. 


In the hope of becoming some day personally acquainted with you, 
| I remain, &c. 


(Signed)  W. 


No. 15. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Henry Lasoucuere to 
Governor Sir Denison. 


No. 47. 
Downing Street, April 5, 1856. 
I HAVE received your Despatch,* No. 1738, of the 27th of October last, 
relative to the location of the Pitcairn islanders in Norfolk Island. 

I quite approve of your proposal to send a competent person acquainted 
whe Norfolk sland to accompany the Pitcairn’s people on their voyage to that 
ace. 

‘ Having communicated with the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, I 
also approve of your design to furnish the Pitcairn’s people with the provisions 
requisite for their support until they can grow their own food. At the same 
time I trust that you will incur no unnecessary expense, and 1 have no doubt 


No. 15. 


that your own discretion will put you on your guard against any such org sm ) 


support of these settlers as would impair the habits of industry by which they 
have hitherto been characterized. | he 

I shall be glad if you will cause a statement of the expense incurred, and an 
estimate of the further amount that will be required, to be prepared and trans- 
mitted by the earliest opportunity in your power, with a view to its being 
possible to submit the application to Parliantent in the colonial estimates for 
next year. These estimates are now usually prepared before the end of January. 


have, &c. 
Governor Sir W. Denison, (Signed) H. LABOUCHERE. 
&e. &c. 
No. 16. 
Cory of a LETTER from ‘Tuomas Putny, Esq. to Herman Mertvate, Esq. 
Sir, , Admiralty, April 9, 1856. 


I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to 
transmit:to you, for the information of Mr. Secretary Labouchere, a copy of a 
letter from Captain Fremantle, of the ‘‘ Juno,” with copies of its enclosures, 


respecting the state of Norfolk Island, and the projected conveyance of the 
Pitcairn islanders thither. 


I have, &c. 


H. Merivale, Esq. (Signed) THOS. PHINN., 


Enclosure in No. 16. 


Exrracr of Lerrer from Captain Fremantie to R. Osporne, Esq., dated H.M.S. 
* Juno,” at Sydney, January 5, 1856. | 


I bEG leave to inform you that I returned to Sydney on the 27th ultino, having 
visited Pitcairn’s Island, Tahiti, the Navigator’s, Friendly, ve Figi groups, as detailed in rs 
letters, Nos. 41, 48; 44, and 45, of 1855. ITN 


No. 16. 


‘January 5, 1856. 
No, 8. 


Encl. in No. 


2. After leaving Ooaloee I touched at Norfolk Island to ascertain its present condita 
and such particulars relating to the stock and property on the island as. might enable ha 
Excellency the Governor General to make suitable provision for the landing.of and geccu- 


pation by the Pitcairn islanders. 


a; 
‘ 
‘ 
| e 
” 
4 
5 . 
) 
| 
i 
\ 
| 
‘ 
te 
f 
sy 
¢ 
¥ 
5 
5 
} 
* 
it 
4 
A 
>. 4 
- 
3 
+, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Encl. in No. 17. 


No. 18. 


* Page 25. 


- t Page 27. 


May 16, 1856, 
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8. I found Norfolk Island in charge of an assistant commissary storekeeper, Mr. Stewart, 
with only 12 men, pov ly convicts, to look after the stock ; all the rest of the people had 
left in May last, and the Pitcairn islanders had been expected since August. There was 
great dissatisfaction amongst the persons now there, at the prospect of being continued for 
some months longér, and Mr. Stewart, having already had great difficulty with them, felt 
some apprehension that he would not be able to maintain order. He appealed to me for 
support, and [ summoned the residents to a general meeting, when I explained to them the 
prospect of being soon relieved, and enjoined the necessity of obedience and respect to their 
superintendent, pointing out that the consequences of their showing a refractory spirit might 
lead to the necessity of proclaiming martial law. Mr. Stewart seemed to think that this 
warning would set up his authority, and I therefore did not deem it requisite to adopt any 
further measures, he very small number of persons remaining being quite inadequate to 
keep up the buildings, grounds, fences, &c., great deterioration is going on in all ways ; 
therefore I have recommended to his Excellency the Governor General that no time should 
be lost in transporting from Pitcairn’s Island the new population. His Excellency concurs 
in that opinion, and r believe will take immediate steps for removing them. 


No. 17. 
Cory of a LETTER from Ratpn Ossorne, Esq., to Herman Merrvate, Esq. 


Sir, Admiralty, May 22, 1856. 

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to 
transmit to you, for the information of Mr. Secretary Labouchere, an extract 
of a letter from Captain Fremantle of Her Majesty’s Ship ** Juno,” relative to 
the removal of the people from Pitcairn’s Island to Norfolk Island. 

H. Merivale, Esq. Iam, &c. 


&e. &e. (Signed) R. OSBORNE. 


Enclosure in No. 17. 


Extract of a Lerrer from Captain S. ees, of H.M.LS “ Juno,” dated February 6, 
1856.—No. 9. 


A vessEL has been chartered to remove the people from Pitcairn’s Island to Norfolk 
Island, and will sail about the.18th.inst....The Governor having applied to me to send 
an officer to superintend this service, it is my intention to detach Acting-Lieutenant George 
W. Gregorie, of the “ Juno,” a very intelligent young officer, for that object. 


No. 18. 


- Copy of a DESPATCH from: Governor Sir Wit1i1am Denison to the Right 


Honourable Henry LABOUCHERE. 


(No. 85.) Government House, Sydney, May.26, 1856. 
Srr, (Received September 12, 1856.) 

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch,* 
No. 10, dated 21st January last, on the subject of the transference of the 
Pitcairn islanders to Norfolk Island. _ 

2. You will have seen by my gr sod No. 37, dated 27th February last, 
that previous to the receipt.of your Despatch I had already carried into effect 
all your instructions and suggestions, with the single exception of that which 
relates to the mode in which the land was to be divided among the new settlers. 
I have since sent down by Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Herald,” commanded by Captain 
Denham, two sappers to assist Clatanant Gregorie in apportioning the land 
among the emigrants; but 1 have at the same time so modified my former 
instructions, as will be seen by the enclosed letter addressed to Lieutenant 
Gregorie, as to require any such apportionment to be made subject to my 
approval. I trust to be able to run down to Norfolk Island next year, and to 


- 
No. 9. 
6, 1856, 
‘ 
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bene to give you a full report of the success of the experiment which is being 
made, 
8. Captain Fremantle will go down. to Norfolk Island in the ** Juno” in the 
course of a few weeks, and I shall hear from him a full account of the proceed- 
ings which have taken place during the transfer of the new settlers from 
Pitcairn’s Island to their new home. 
I have, &c. | 


The Right Hon. Henry Labouchere, (Signed) W. DENISON. 
&c. &c. &c. 


Enclosure in No. 18. 


Sir, Government House, Sydney, May 16, 1856. 
| Wirth reference to that paragraph in your instructions by which you were directed 
to divide the land at Norfolk Island among the families of the Pitcairn islanders, reserving 
only certain portions as specified for public purposes, I have now to direct you to do this, 
with a distinct provision that the arrangement of the land is subject to be revised and 
amended if necessary by the Governor-General of New South Wales, to whom all the 
ie ga connected with the settlement of the island have been entrusted by Her 

ajesty. 

I have, &c. 


Lieutenant Gregorie, (Signed) W. Denison. 
Norfolk Island. 


No. 19. 


Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Wixt1t1am DeEnrson to the 
Right Hon. Henry LasoucHere. 


Government House, Sydney, July 10, 1856. 
(Received November 24, 1856.) 
SIR, (Answered No. 3, December 10, 1856, page 39.) 


I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, 
No. 47,* dated 5th April last, in which you direct me to furnish a statement of 
the expense already incurred in removing the Pitcairn islanders to Norfolk 
Island, and an estimate of any further outlay which may be required. 


2. In my Despatch,* No. 37, dated 27th February 1856, I furnished a state- 


(No. 113.) 


ment of the cost of the preparations which bad been made both for the con- | 


veyance of the islanders to their new residence, and for their maintenance there 
until they could gather their first crops. ‘The only additional expense which I 
can imagine to be necessary will not exceed 100/. for the pay and allowances 


of the sappers sent to measure the land and divide it among the different 
families. 


8. I do not think that the inhabitants of so fertile a spot as Norfolk Island, 
who have been furnished with a sufficient supply of tools'‘and other appliances, 
can have any claim to farther assistance from the Government. I should like, 
however, to pay a visit to the island, for the purpose of expluing to the people 
their position, and of oe them to exert themselves for the purpose not 
only of providing food, but of producing such articles as may meet with a sale in 
the adjoining colonies, and thus enable them to purchase clothing, shoes, &c., 
which they may not be able to produce for themselves. ‘The cost of this 
voyage, which if made, as it probably will be, in one of Her Majesty’s ships on 
this station, will not amount to much ; but the precise sum cannot, of course, be 
stated, as it must be contingent upon the length of the voyage to and from the 
island. 

I have, &c. 
The Right Hon. Henry Labouchere, (Signed) W. DENISON. 
&c. &c. &c. 7 


' Encl. in No, 18. 


No. 19. 


* Page 33 


* Page 27. 


ay 
7 
«> + 
4 
¥ 
A 
3 
¢ 
4 
all 
® 
a 
a 
he 
4 
‘ 


86 CORRESPONDENCE respecting REMOVAL OF INHABITANTS 


No. 20. No, 20. 


Copy of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir Wituiam Dawson tothe Right 
Honourable Henry Lasoucnere. 


(No. 128, ) we _ Government House, Sydney, August 16, 1856. 
: (Received November 28, 1856.) 
Sir, (Answered No. 3, December 10, 1856, page. 39) 


I nave the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty’s 
Government, a report addresed to Captain Fremantle, R.N., by Acting Lieu- 
tenant Gregorie, who was placed in charge of the vessel despatched to Pitcairn’s 
Island for the purpose of conveying the inhabitants to Norfolk Island. 
_———__ @, T have not received Lieutenant Gregorie’s official report to myself, but the 
enclosed statement of his proceedings will make Her Majesty’s Government 
aware of the main facts connected with the settlement of the islanders at their 
new home. | 
8. I enclose also a requisition for further supplies of provisions, which has 
been forwarded for my consideration, with a statement of the probable cost. I 
| do not propose to act upon this at present, but shall wait for the return of 
Captain Fremantle, and then, after discussing the matter fully with him, I shall 
take upon myself the responsibility of deciding whether to comply with the 
requisition or not. My present feeling would induce me to comply with it very. 
‘ees: I should certainly not send any preserved potatoes, and as regards 
shoes, I should, | think, put a price upon them, to be paid by the islanders in 
produce of some kind; in fact, I wish to discourage any idea that the inhabi- 
| tants of Norfolk Island are to look beyond their own unaided exertions for their 
future means of subsistence. ‘They should rather contribute now to the neces- 
: sities of others, and I trust that this view will be acted upon in England. The 
} — of this interesting people will depend upon the development of 
| industrious habits, which will be very much checked by making them the 
recipients of donations for any purpose whatever. | 
4. I forward a communication addressed to Sir Henry Young by the Rev. 
Mr. Nobbs, asking that a convict named Field might be allowed to return to 
Norfolk Island, for the purpose of instructing the islanders in various matters 


__——_ as to which they are at present in a state of ignorance. This man was forwarded 


to Sydney by the “ Morayshire,” but I have directed that he should be sent 
back to Hobart Town, as I cannot but consider the introduction of the convict 
element in the shape of an old unmarried sheepstealer (for such I find was the 
crime for which he was transported) as most objectionable. 
* * * * * * * 

Should I find that some assistance is likely to be required, in order to 
enable the islanders to take full advantage of their position, some steady married 
man with a family might be induced to settle on the island by the promise of 
a grant of land; but much care should be exercised in the selection of such a 
person. Upon this subject, however, I shall be able to speak more decisively 
when I have communicated with Captain Fremantle. 


I have, &c. 


The Right Hon, Henry Labouchere, (Signed)  W. DENISON. 
&c. &e. 
Encl. 1 in No. 20. _ | | | Enclosure 1 in No. 20. 


Sexecrion from Narrative of Lieutenant Greconis, of the “ Juno,” who was employed 
| to superintend the Transport of the Islanders. 


Our procceedings hitherto have been attended with great success. We have brought the 
whole community away and landed them all in safety on this island. 7 

We got the westerly winds one day before we arrived in the latitude of it; and they took 
us right up, to Pitcairn, where we arrived the 22nd of April. We had no accident, or any- 
thing out of the common, on the passage. The captain 1 found a good sailor. He seemed to 
take a great interest in the duty, and was very anxious to make the fittings below as comfortable 
and convenient as possible for the passengers. ‘hey got the “ between decks” very clean on 
the passage; and it really looked very nice and comfortable on our arrival. ‘The three 
mates were quiet, civil men, and just such as I should have picked for the duty. The crew 
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also, were a quiet set ; we had no disturbance or a single punishment the whole time. We 
left Mr. Sheppard, the botanist, at Norfolk Island, and took the gardener on to Pitcairn. 
We had another passenger on board, a Mr. Robinson; he is a clerk in Mr. Campbell’s (the 
agent of the ship) office, He had been violently ill at Sydney, and just as we were leaving 
was ordered by his doctor to take a sea voyage if he wished to save his life; so he came on 
board us just at the last moment. He is an elderly man, and a nice sensible fellow, and has 
been very attentive and kind to the islanders, I am happy to say he has quite recovered his 
health, We arrived at Pitcairn about 4 v. mM, on the 22nd of April, and were immediately 
boarded by two men in a canoe,—they had no whale boat in good enough repair to come 
out, The captain and myself landed at once. Of course, being a merchant ship, I did not 
find near the number on the beach to welcome us as we had in the “ Juno;” but the news 
adually spread that it was “ the ship’’ come, and that an old friend had been sent to fetch 
them, so that before we arrived at the village we had the greater part of the people flocking 
round us, I was happy to find them in good health, with a few exceptions; but the only 
one dangerously ill was an infant of Jonathan Adams (son of old George), who had been 
taken with convulsions the day before we arrived, and who they did not expect to live — 
they had already begun to make its coffin. Poor Edward Quintal, the singing master, had 
died since we were there in the “Juno.” There had been seven births and one marriage— 
Jacob Christian and Maria Quintal, Frederick Young was still magistrate, I assembled 
everybody in the school-house directly we landed, while he read the Governor’s letter to 
them. In the evening we had a meeting to try and find out who was going, and arrange 
about the embarkation, We seemed to have taken them rather by surprise; they said they 
did not expect us before August, and were thereiore not in such a state of preparation for 
us as they wished to be, e tound several families at first very indeed about going ; 
Charles and Jacob Christian’s, Margaret M‘Coy’s, Simon Young’s, and old George Adams’, 
strongly against it. However, about the third day we were there they were all packing up, 
except George Adams’ family; and even he had yielded so far as to say, that if his grand- 
child (the sick baby) was either dead or well enough to be removed by the time we were 
ready, he would join us too: the idea. of burying the child at sea was one of his principal 
reasons for not going. We arrived on the Pitcairn Monday, so we adopted their day in 
order to have the week before us. ‘The islanders strongly advised us not to get our long boat 
out: they undertook to do the whole of the boat work, and let the captain have his complete 
crew on board, ‘They said that our life-boat and whale-boat, and their own whale-boat, 
which they patched up sufficiently to work, were as much as they could manage. I found 
them plentifully supplied with chests and packing-cases. I ain sorry to say we arrived in the 
worst season of the year for the yams; all the last year’s stock had been consumed, and the 
present ones were too young for digging, However, before we left we collected a sufficient 
‘quantity for seed. We could not work the boats for the first two days on account of the 
chip getting down to leeward and not being able to get up again. We had very fine weather 
on the whole, the wind blowing right off Bounty Bay almost the whole time. Everything 
was brought off as safely as possible, and without the slightest risk to man or boat. We 
brought away everything belonging to them except the bare houses, with the old tables and 
stools in them, and four canoes. On the Monday following, the day we arrived, Jonathan’s 
child rallied a good deal; and so old George and all his family decided upon going. By 
the Tuesday night we had everything off except the people themselves; and the small 
quantity of clothes, &c., they were obliged to keep till they went themselves. We 
brought away all their hogs; they wished them taken on account of their rooting the 
graves up, also as many fowls as they could catch, We brought four weeks’ stock 
of sweet potatoes, besides those for seed, and a large quantity of oranges and sugar- 
cane, e lost Wednesday and ‘Thursday again from the ship being so far off; but 
on Friday the 8rd of May (we never changed the day of the month) we embarked all the 
people safely and sailed in the evening, 1 thought they showed oe little emotion at leaving 
- their old island ; indeed, I was disappointed at not seeing more, though certainly they had 
been leaving for so long that a great deal of their sorrow must have deadened. But I think 
they are rather inclined to make fun of anything; their spirits were very high during the 
whole of the embarkation. We left upon Pitcairn’s Island one bull and nine cows, several 
goats and fowls, and a few sheep, The moment the people got on board the sea-sickness 
began, and sych terrible sea-sickness I never witnessed. ‘The men and children got over it 
in a few days, but the women were more or less sick the whole passage. ‘Two of thei were 
very dangerously ill; we scarcely expected them to live through the night once or twice. 
The hospital, which ‘only held three persons, was soon filled; but the captain gave up three 
of his cabins, one for Jonathan Adams and his sick child, another for Mr. Nobbs’ reading- 
room, and a large one as a general hospital for the worst of the sick ones who could not 
stand the heat and noise below. Miriam Christian had a baby born on the passage; she got 
through her confinement wonderfully well ; the child is christened Reuben Denison. ‘I'he 
voyage py over very smoothly and comfortably; the women used to be on the poop 


nearly all day long sewing, and the children playing about on. the quarter-deck. ‘The men 


were very handy at any work that was going on, except going aloft, and that very few of them 

could be persuaded to do, We used to have morning and evening prayers, and afternoon 

service down below every day, and full service upon deck on Sunday when theweather permitted. 

The captain would not venture near enough to the islands to get the ‘Trades, and conse- 

quently made rather a bad passage. We a " first 1,300 miles very well, but after that 
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we had very light fair winds, or else strong westerly‘ones. The ofily island we sighted was 
Pylstart, the most southerly of the Friendly group. This island caused the greatest 
excitement/amongst the people, being the first strange land the greater part of them had ever 
beheld, They all seemed to like the ship’s provisions very much, especially salt beef and 
pea soup; they are also very fond of flour, and soon got in the way of making little loaves 
and even plum-puddings. We had no trouble at all with the crew; they kept themselves 
very clear of the women, On the morning of Friday, the 6th of June, the interest and 
excitement of the people was roused to the highest pitch by Norfolk Island being reported in 
sight, and it was increased again in the afternoon by our seeing a man-of-war runnin 
towards us from the island; for I cannot tell you how baidcbetie y every one of them is 
expecting to see the “Juno.” The thought of that has cheered them ever since we left ; they 
say that never has a man-of war visited them, whose whole crew, officers and, men has showed 
so much interest and friendship for them as the “ Juno’s.” ‘The man-of-war, however, proved 
to be the “ Herald;” she ran down close enough to exchange numbers with us, and then 
hauled her wind again. The island was in the wind’s eye of us; we had no communication either 
with her or the shore that night. Saturday morning we found ourselves close to the *‘ Herald,”’ 
about five milesoff Cascade Bay. We were becalmed for half an hour about 8 4.m., so Mr. 
Smith took advantage of it to board us and obtain the particulars of the passage, which were sent 
on shore at once to Captain Denham. I did not like to go myself, for fear of not being able to 
get off again; and should not have liked to have left them a single night on board without 
being with them. The “ Herald” anchored to leeward of Nepean Island about noon; but 
as we did not get up to her till after four in the afternoon, we remained under weigh all 
night, We hove to while the “ Herald’s” boat came off from the shore with our letters and 
despatches. Captain Denham sent off to tell me to land all those who were very sick at once 
in his boat. I therefore sent Fletcher Nobbs with his wife, who was very close to her 
confinement, but the boat returned again with them, the bar having risen too high to land 
safely. Captain Denham also sent to tell me that the landing of the people would take place 
to-morrow, although Sunday. The “ Herald’s” boats, he kindly said, should be put under 
my directions the first thing in the morning, while he would attend on shore and escort them 
up to the new military barracks, which had been prepared for them. We were both at 
anchor off the settlement at half-past eight on Sunday morning, a fresh breeze blowing from 
the N. W., which gave the men a very heavy pull on shore ; but with two of our own boats, and 
the assistance of three from the “ Herald,” we landed every one safely by about two o’clock 
in the afternoon. An English whaler that was standing off and on at the time also sent one 
of her boats to take a load of people on shore. After every one was landed I went on shore 
myself. The people seemed very comfortable in the barracks; they had their rations of 
beef, biscuit, tea, and sugar issued already for them. We had afternoon service in one of 
the barrack rooms, and thanksgiving returned for our prosperous voyage. Capt, Denham 
had not thought fit to confine the convicts; he seemed to think that, with a man-of-war on 
the spot, there was not a chance of their misbehaving themselves, or even, if they showed 
any symptoms of it, they could be embarked in an instant, and in the meantime they were 
most invaluable in their assistance. 

Wednesday, 18th June.—I am most grieved to have to report the death of Jonathan Adams’ 
little baby, Itseemed so much better during the cruise that I began to hope there was a chance 
of its final recovery ; but shortly after our landing it had a relapse of its convulsions, and 
was carried off in one of them on Saturday afternoon. Susan (Fletcher Nobbs’ wife) has 
since had a girl born, which preserves our i eye (194) the same. The weather hitherto 
has been very unpropitious for landing. In last week we were only able to work on Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday. On Saturday the ship had to slip her cable, and has not been close 
again till late thisevening. We have only lost to-day by her not being up, for on Monday 
and ‘Tuesday there was no landing on either side of the island. The delay has been of the 
greatest advantage to the islanders, for the convicts showed themselves so anxious to assist 
and instruct the people that Captain Denham bas allowed one of them to go with each party 
of the islanders here and there to initiate them into the uses of the many implements novel 
to them. They have been instructed in Plovehing, using the windmill, yoking bullocks, &c., 
while the “ Herald’s” artificers have had a party at the blacksmith’s shop and the saw pits. 
They are exceedingly quick in learning. I think they are all very happy, and seem delighted 
with the island and everything on it. Most of them say already that they should like very well 
to visit Pitcairn again, but that they prefer living at Norfolk decidedly. The people seemed 
very much afraid that, from our having arrived at Pitcairn at the wrong season for yams, 
oak finding scarcely any vegetables here, that they would be short of provisions for a longer 
period than three months. Captain Denham has therefore instructed me to write a requi- 
sition for some more, which I have accordingly sent for your approval. With regard to the 
division of land, the heads of families unanimously say that they will not want the land 
allotted out for many years yet, but think that it would be much better to cultivate in common 
while there are such a few of them compared to the size of the island. I think the Sappers 
will therefore be employed until you arrive in marking off the Government reserve, and 
correcting the old map as much as possible. They have already commenced the survey of 
the settlement. The men have put into the ground already all the potatoes we brought from 
Pitcairn, and weeded most of those we found in the island. ‘The yams we shall not be able 
to put in before September, and corn about the same time. 
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,Enelosure 2 in. No, 20... 
May IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, Norfolk Island, June 24, 1856, .. 


Tue community late of Pitcairn Island would respectfully state, that in consequence 
of their inexperience in pastoral and other avocations necessarily connected with their new 
home, without some competent instructor, they will find themselves at a loss how to conduct 
their necessarily varied employments. Now there is a Crown prisoner (Wm. Field by name) 
about to embark for Hobart Town in the “ Morayshire,” who, from what we have seen and 
heard of him, is competent and willing to give us material and very efficient assistance in 
these matters. . He is an old man, and we think a reformed man, and if your Excellency will 
sanction his return hither, and he conducts himself in the manner we have reason to think he 
will, we shall consider it our imperative duty to make his declining years as comfortable as 
our citcumstances will permit, ‘and in conformity with the mandates of our common Lord and 
Saviour. | 

With the greatest respect, we beg leave to subscribe ourselves your Excellency’s humble 


aud lent’ servants, in the name and on the behalf of the whole community late 
of Pitcairn Island. | 


(Signed) Freperick YounG, Magistrate. 
His Excelleney Sir H. F. Young, Joun Apams, Councillor. 
&o. 


&e. &c. | Gereorce H. Nosss, Chaplain. 


No. 21. 


Copy of a DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Henry Lasoucuere to 
(No. 3.) Governor Sir Witu1aAm Denison. 


Sir, Downing Street, December 10, 1856. 

I nave received your Despatches,* Nos. 113 and 128, of the 10th of July 
and the 16th of August, containing further reports respecting the transfer of the 
Pitcairn’s islanders to Norfolk Island. 

I enclose for your information the copy of a letter which I have caused to 
be addressed on this subject to Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, accom- 

nied by an estimate, which I have recommended to be submitted to Par- 
fainant, of the amount to be provided for defraying the expenses of this 
service. 

It is grattying to see that the transfer of these people from one island to the 
other was effected with so much success and in such good order. The exe- 
cution of this service reflects credit upon Lieutenant Gregorie and upon all the 
other persons engaged in its performance. 


I have, &c. 


Governor Sir William Denison, (Signed) H. LABOUCHERE. 
&c. &c. &c. 


Enclosure in No, 21. 


Downing Street, December 10, 1856. 
Wits reference to your letter of the 2nd of April last, relative to the expenditure 


that would be required for removing the Pitcairn’s islanders to Norfolk Island, I am 
directed by Mr. Secretary Labouchere to transmit to you, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Treasury, the enclosed copies of Despatches from the Governor of 

New South Wales, containing statements bearing on the question of the amount that will be 
required for this service. 

In his Despatch, No, 37, the Governor states the expense of transport at 4,4'79/, and that 
of certain stores proposed by him at 6382 In his despatch, No. 118, he mentions that a 
moderate amount of about 100/. should be added for contingencies; but Mr. Labouchere 
apprehends that the provision for unforeseen demands should be larger. In his latest Despatch, 

o. 128, the Governor forwards a request of one of the officers superintending this service 
for further stores, which would cost 4461, but from which the Governor expects to be able 
to make large deductions, and to omit altogether one article, which would cost 1607, 

Proceeding on these data, I am desired to enclose an estimate, which, with their Lordships’ 


concurrence, Mr. Labouchere would propose to submit to Parliament for the present 
service. 


Sir, 


lam, &c. 
Sir C, E. Trevelyan, K.C.B., (Signed) 


H. MERIVALE. 


&e, &c. 


E 4 — 


Enel. 2 in No, 20. 


No. 21. 


* Pages 35 & 36. 


Dec. 10, 1856, 


Encl. in No, 21. 


No. 97. 


Feb. 27, 1856. 
No. 113. 


July 10, 1856. 
No. 128. 


16, 1856. 
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Sub-Enclostre in Exiclosure No. 21. 


Enel’ No. 21. of the required to defray the Expense of the Removal of the INHABI- 


12. of of 


> i 


of Prreatrn’s IsLanp to Is_anp. 
and provisions to Norfolk Island - - 4,480 0 0 


_‘eeo" “Stores for use of the'settlers on first arrival - . - 900 0 0 


. The inhabitants of Pitcairn’s Island, about 190 in number, became unable any longer to 
subsist within the contracted limits of that island. This industrious and exemplary race 
had never. cost anything to the British Treasury, but had alwayg been attached subjects of 
the Crown, and ready to supply British vessels calling at their island. It was determined, 
therefore, to afford them the means of proceeding to Norfolk Island, from which all the 
convicts forming its previous occupants have recently been removed. The facts are more 
fully stated in papers laid before Parliament by command this Session. =. 
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